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Last gasp of ballot box fascism? 


John Tyndall, Fiihrer of the British National Party, still soaking wet after two 
very brave women from the Anti Nazi League had rained on his parade — the 
press and television launch of his party’s election manifesto — told a reporter that 
it was just like the enemy to use women to do their dirty work, knowing that BNP 
members would never strike a woman. We do not have enough room on this page 
to list the many times his thuggish members have terrorised and beaten women, 
including reporters, female BNP members and their own partners. Even two of 
the party’s election candidates were charged with terrorising a woman in the 
Midlands, so enough of your hypocrisy, Tyndall. If one thing is certain on 1 May, 
it is that the electorate will drop the BNP in the dustbin of history, just like those 
Tyndall has chosen to emulate throughout his political career. 

Tyndall may not end his political life in a Berlin bunker, but will probably live 
out his days in his middle-class home in Hove, dutifully paid for by his late 
father-in-law. But if anyone still doubts the sinister intent of those who are 
waiting in the wings to follow Tyndall, we promise that our post-election issue in 
June will reveal in detail the aspirations of and devious plans being hatched by 
those who aspire to control Britain’s far right in the next century. 

Last month the press reported that a committee of the United Nations had 
criticised Britain for not banning far-right groups. Why Britain should have been 
singled out in this way is unclear. Germany and Austria have much larger and 
more rapidly growing fascist organisations than Britain, yet both countries have 
banned nazi groups. In France the fascists control four towns and even in the 
allegedly liberal democracies of Scandinavia the forces of hatred are increasing. 

Of course we need the criminal justice system to put an end to the activities of 
groups such as the BNP and Combat 18, but outright bans alone will not succeed. 
The government, opposition parties and ordinary citizens must have the will to 
ensure that the laws against race hate are vigorously and justly applied. 

The problem is international and until cohesive and uniform action is taken 
across Europe we are unlikely to see an end to racism and nazism and its 
accompanying violence. We hope Britain’s new government will place this high 
on its agenda. 








Front cover 

Now at ideological loggerheads, Britain’s nazi godfather, Colin Jordan, and his one-time 
errand boy, John Tyndall, playing soldiers together some months before they were both jailed in 
1962 for running an illegal paramilitary group called “Spearhead”. To this day, Tyndall still 
uses this title for the magazine he personally owns and publishes in support of the BNP. 
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Win some lose some 
Combat 18 ponders its future 


hese are desperate times for 
T Combat 18. With the fall of the 

Sargent dynasty at the start of 
the year and beset by various levels of 
police activity, the nazi terror group 
has been driven to thinking seriously 
about the future of its operations. 


Some of the leaders appear to believe in a 
political future for C18, but probably the 
majority want to reunify the British nazi 
music scene under the banner of Blood and 
Honour, which they see as the best means of 
promoting recruitment and fund raising. 

Hardly a weekend has gone by without 
some kind of gig or social event not only in 
Britain but across western and eastern 
Europe. A nazi travel agent could 
make a fortune merely by 
servicing C18’s travel needs. 

In a strange attempt to enhance 
C18’s Scandinavian profile, a 
package was sent to the Swedish Y 
Justice Minister’s home address, 
albeit her old address, which 
contained three sticks of dynamite 
and a detonator, neither connected 
to the other. On the back of the 
package was the return address: 
Combat 18, Malmé, Sweden. 

The parcel bomb made the front 
pages of Sweden’s two main daily 
papers, but was totally ignored in 
the British media. 

The Sargent camp is pretty well 
down, but not entirely out, and 
still managed to produce a new 
issue of The Order, C18’s official 
publication before the Sargents 
were ousted. Among the usual 
nonsense was a letter from Martin 
Cross, who was earlier this year 
charged with the murder of Christopher 
Castle, a fellow nazi. The Attorney General 
might be very interested in the contents of 
this letter and its impact on matters sub 
judice. 

Chris Hipkin, the Welshman who settled in 
Derby and has for some years run the nazi 
music publication British Oi! under a series 
of aliases, recently announced that he was 
leaving to go to the USA to live. British Oi! 
would no longer appear in its original form, 
but something else might replace it. 

Hipkin, true to form, was not telling the 
whole truth, for no sooner had British Oi! 
vanished from view then there appeared a 
new issue of the nazi music magazine Blood 
and Honour, which was formerly edited by 
Martin Cross. Its editorial is signed by a 
“John Davies”, a pseudonym for none other 
than Hipkin himself. 

Claims had been made that Blood and 
Honour was going to set a new high standard 
for nazi publications, a goal that met with 
abject failure, judging by the poor English 
and layout of this issue. 

C18’s attempts to sort out its dispute with 
George Burdi, the boss of Resistance Records 
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in the USA, have gone awry as 
Burdi, alias Hawthorne, is 
presently incarcerated. That was 
only the start of Resistance 
Records’ agony. At the beginning 
of April police forces on both 
sides of the US-Canadian border 
carried out simultaneous raids on 
Resistance Records’ address in 
Detroit and Burdi’s home in 
Windsor. The US warrant is 
believed to concern tax fraud; the 
Canadian warrant cited incitement 
to racial hatred and conspiracy to 
commit genocide. The good news 
was broken by Katja, wife of 
David Lane, who is serving a life 
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IN ODINS NAME , WAKE UP WHITEMAN! 
by "ras 


THE ORDER # 18 
JAN/MAR 1997 


Top: Martin Cross. The Order prints his letter, 
written from his prison cell (above), while Blood 
and Honour eulogises the man he is charged 
with killing. Below: C18’s heroic action against 
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| would like to express my deepest gratitude towards the many 
loyal comrades around the globe who have come out supporting 
me due to my incarceration in the Z,0.G. prison system. ‘The 
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sentence for murder committed in 
the name of the US nazi terror 
group The Order. One nil to ZOG, 
the “Zionist Occupation 
Government” in nazi terminology. 

Nearer home the nazi band Celtic Warrior 
have fallen back into line and new groups as 
well as most of the old ones are heading back 
into the C18 fold. 

However stupidity and arrogance still seem 
to be the hallmark of C18’s operations. An 
orchestrated series of death threats to Jewish 
playwright Julia Pascall, who has been on 
C18 hit lists for some time, may turn out to 
hurt C18 more than her. She has not been 
scared off but has actively tried to track down 
her tormentors. In usual macho nazi tradition, 
they telephone her at all hours calling her a 
Jewish slag and put notices in local public 
call boxes offering sexual services and giving 
her telephone number and address. 

After she reported the matter to the police, 
one of C18’s more brainless adherents 
phoned her and continued to spew out abuse 
when a police officer present picked up the 
phone. The police have now traced several 
numbers and hold tape recordings of some of 





Julia Pascall 


the threats to kill. 
Further action is 
expected. 


In Nottingham last 
month one group of 
“activists” from C18 
and its political wing, 
the National Socialist 
Alliance, in Coventry 
certainly found out the 
hard way that they 
would have been better 
off somewhere else. 

Coventry C18 has a 
long record of vicious assaults and threats 
against people in the Midlands. Searchlight 
too has been on the receiving end of regular 
phone calls from a person who claims to be 
from C18 in that area. The calls, which have 
been traced to pay phones in Nottingham and 
elsewhere in the Midlands, contain not only 
racial abuse but also threats to kill. 

Local anti-fascists were holding a benefit 
gig, when a minibus containing about eight 
rather large nazis turned up. They rolled up to 
the door of the gig, paid their entry fee and 
marched in wearing nazi uniforms and 
badges. Other participants made their 
disapproval felt and six unconscious nazis, 
despite being given the chance to throw the 
first punch, were neatly lined up in the gutter 
outside the hall. 

While the nazis of C18 have ruled the roost 
in London for the past two years, they have 
now learned the costly lesson that Britain is 
not just the capital city. Two nil to ZOG. 
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The nazi links the péliidlawets fail to ~~ 


he Ulster loyalists remain 

unable to sever their links with 

nazi groups such as Combat 18 
and the British National Party, despite 
attempts by some loyalist leaders to 
distance themselves. Three recent 
events show that the connections are 
far from broken. 

Searchlight has_never favoured one side or 
the other in Northern Ireland. We have always 
condemned the paramilitaries on both sides of 
the Protestant and Catholic divide, we support 
the peace process and have in the past 
exposed far-right connections among both 
republicans and loyalists. 

Early last month members of C18 once 
again guarded the route of a loyalist protest 
march in London. Although only a few nazis 
took part, Searchlight understands that they 
were there by the invitation of men who are 
still influential in the loyalist movement in 
Britain. 

The second example was the publication 
Warrior, produced in support of loyalist 
prisoners. There seems to be no good reason 
for such a magazine to carry Christmas 
greetings from C18 — and an earlier issue 
thanked C18 for its support — as well as a 
memorial notice for Robert Mathews, the 
leader of the US nazi underground group The 
Order, who was killed in a fire fight with the 
FBI in the 1980s. Rather pathetically, for men 
who appear to adulate Mathews as some 
latterday Horst Wessel, they cannot even get 
the basic facts right. The notice states that he 
died in Washington DC, when he actually 
died thousands of miles away in the Pacific 
North West state of Washington. 

The third manifestation of the continued 
links between loyalists and fascists came in 
the second issue of a rag calling itself True 
Brit. The first edition appeared last autumn 
under the banner: “For Ulster and the British 
Nation”. The second issue, as illegal as the 
first, was dated spring 1997. On its cover was 
a picture of the French fascist leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, with the text: “The Establish- 
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INSIDE: WHY Till: COMING TO POWER 
OF THE FRONT NATIONAL WOULD 
BURY IRISH REPUBLICANISM FOREVER 











Right: The loyalist magazine Warrior's 
geographically illiterate memorial 
notice for a nazi terrorist. Below right: 
Warrior's greetings to C18. Top: C18 
activists on guard duty at the London 
loyalist march 


ment Quakes as France Awakes! Inside: Why 
the coming to power of the Front National 
would bury Irish Republicanism forever.” 

Inside the magazine, which is clearly 
published by the BNP or its supporters, is a 
report of a “mass rally” of the BNP attended 
by “1,000 members and supporters”. This is, 
of course, the 300-strong meeting held in the 
East End of London early this year. 

True Brit also tries to claim as its own the 
loyalist leader George Seawright, killed ten 
years ago, by reproducing a letter he wrote to 
the National Front. 

The nazi involvement in True Brit and The 
Warrior is a clear indication of the stepping 
up of nazi activity around the loyalist 
movement. C18 is desperate to hold on to its 
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all our friends & comrades in "C-18". For all 


your help In 1996, Thank You. 
QUIS SEPARABIT ? 





connections in Northern Ireland, not for 
political reasons but because the men with 
whom C18 is working are criminals who 
spend most of their time dealing drugs to line 
their pockets and buy weapons for future 
murderous activities. Loyalist leaders would 
be well advised to exercise control over these 
men of hate and violence, who do nothing but 
bring disrepute to their organisations. 

The police might like to deal with the small 
matter that True Brit has no publisher’s 
imprint and is thus illegal. 


Nazi Web sites proliferate 


ritish companies are leasing 
Internet space to nazi and 
racist groups, allowing hate 
propaganda to be spread worldwide. 
Incredibly, one of the worst offenders 


is owned by a registered charity. 


Concern has been expressed for some time 
over the abuse of the Internet by racists. 
Speaking at last month’s launch of the 
European Year Against Racism, both John 
Major, the Prime Minister, and Timothy 
Kirkhope, a Home Office minister, claimed 
that new laws were being considered to curb 
the spread of nazi and other racist propaganda 
via the Internet. 

Kirkhope conceded that “the activities of 
neO-nazi groups are an increasing worry” and 
that “their use of the Internet is a particular 
concern”. 

Such worries have tended to focus on the 
inherent problem of regulating international 
computer networks, because Internet users are 
able to access sites stored throughout the 
world, which are beyond British jurisdiction. 

When the British National Party became the 
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first domestic fascist group to set up a Web site 
_ More than a year ago, it rented space from a 
service provider in the United States, 
expecting that British companies would refuse 
to accept racist material. 

Even in America, where racists are often 
protected by the First Amendment, some 
Internet companies have shown regard for 
decency. Don Black, the former Klan leader, 
mercenary and nazi Internet supremo, warns 
his followers that Geocities and America-on- 
Line have “adopted a policy of censoring pro- 
White [i.e. racist and/or nazi] pages as soon as 
they find them”. 

By contrast, it is now clear that, for a 
suitable fee, British companies will accept 
even hard-core nazi material, accompanied by 
grossly offensive pictures. 

UUNET PIPEX boasts that it is “the Internet 
market leader with thousands of business 
customers” and that “74 of UK Times Top 100 
companies use UUNET Internet services”. 





Among its customers are 
the Church of England’s 
Internet service, Church 
Net UK, and Anne Camp- 
bell, Labour MP for 
Cambridge, who was the 
first MP to organise Internet 
surgeries. 

Yet PIPEX also sells Web 
space to Britain’s most 
fanatical antisemites. The 
complete text of Merrie 
England 2000, by Colin 
Jordan, founder of the 
British Movement and 
former leader of the World 
Union of National 
Socialists, is available from 
a PIPEX site, accompanied 
by some of the nastiest 
racist cartoons to be found 
anywhere on the World Wide Web. 

Another PIPEX customer is the 
International Third Position (ITP), a hardline 
breakaway faction from the old National 
Front. On its PIPEX site the ITP tells the 
world of its admiration for the notorious 
Romanian Iron Guard, wartime allies of the 
SS, and publishes propaganda for modern 
Romanian nazis. A recent essay on the site 
describes the ITP’s visit to last year’s 
Diksmuide festival, long-established meeting 
place for Europe’s nazi terrorists. 

Demon is the UK’s biggest Internet service 
provider. Among its many thousands of 
clients is Searchlight magazine. Last year, in 
response to (mostly ill-informed) media 
coverage of Internet pornography, Demon 
issued a statement on censorship, stressing 
that it was only “a provider of connectivity” 
to material stored on computers worldwide, 
over which it had no control. 

However, in its other capacity, directly 
leasing space on its own computers, Demon 
hosts the Web site of the British Hammer 
Skins, an alliance of some of the most 
violent nazi skinhead bands in the country, 
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destroys the heritage and stifles all future 
achievements. Our civilization is secure 
only in purity and belief in destiny. All 
aliens must be resettled with their racial 
kin.” 

Described by the BNSM as “a must for 
all true national socialists”, the UFC 
National Socialist Catalogue appears 
online courtesy of yet another British 
company, InterNet UK, based in 
Warwickshire. UFC’s proprietor, who 
uses the name James Hamilton, sells 
Third Reich propaganda and 
“photographs of famous members of the 
SS’ via this site. Highlights of the 
catalogue include: “THE ETERNAL 
JEW — Perhaps the most important and 
revealing movie ever made about the 
Jews. English language throughout. JUD 
SUSSE -— Based on a true story this film 
shows the methods that Jews have used 
to gain power through finance. German 
language with English subtitles. SNIPER 
— This video has TWO complete training 
films produced by the German High 
Command for the teaching of vital Sniper 
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National Socialist Movement also has a 
Demon site, currently under construction, 
which promises to publish area bulletins 
detailing activities from around the UK. 
Demon allows the BNSM to proclaim its 
belief that “RACE IS ALL: Our folk must 
again respect their past and strive towards 
their great destiny. We must instill in all 
generations an awareness of the importance 
of Race and purity of blood. Mongrelisation 


No 517570), whose main function is to 
provide job training. Unless they wish to 
train the next Dunblane killer and 
indoctrinate Internet surfers with 
antisemitic filth, they should remove the 
UFC Web page immediately. 

Britain’s newest fascist party, the 
National Democrats, was better known as 
the National Front until Ian Anderson 
decided the NF label was an electoral 
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liability. Not to be outdone by his fellow 
racists, Anderson and his dwindling band of 
followers now have a Web site, which they 
plan to use as part of the National Democrats’ 
general election campaign. Once again a 
British Internet company, this time the 
London-based Netlink Internet Services, has 
been happy to sell Web space to the fascists. 

The strangest of the National Front splinter 
groups, Patrick Harrington’s Third Way, also 
has a Web site, which last month promoted 
Third Way’s London conference. 
Harrington’s hosts are Direct Connection, 
based in Blackheath, London. 

In his NF days, as a protégé of Martin 
Webster, Harrington was known for his 





obsessive vendettas against rival nazis, which 
often included peculiar hate mail. The new 
Web site gives full rein to his paranoid 
fantasies and reinforces his recent alliance 
with Larry O’Hara, who has been exposed as 
a “fascist errand boy”. 

One of the main objectives of Harrington 


and his former NF colleague Graham 
Williamson has been the infiltration of animal 
rights and environmentalist movements. The 
Web site continues this policy. Disgracefully, 
this attempted deception of the green 
movement is backed by a leading American 
health food retailer, Mother Earth, which 
markets through the Internet a range of 
products from vegetarian food to 
aromatherapy. 

Mother Earth operates a network, or 
“family”, of allied Web sites which promote 
the store’s product range in return for a 
commission. Ross Love, the chief executive 
of Mother Nature’s General Store Inc, 
explains that this network can help its 
members to “offset the cost of maintaining 
their sites. ... This can sometimes add a new 
life to a site that may contain great content 
but no means of self support.” 

Among this network of sites with “great 
content”, listed on the Mother Earth site 
alongside Veggie’s Unite and Organic 
Gardening, is Third Way, Patrick 
Harrington’s tiny gang of fascist infiltrators. 

It may well be impossible to stop British 
nazi groups from propagandising on the 
Internet via obscure anonymous accounts or 
with the backing of wealthy overseas 
associates, such as the Ku Klux Klan or 
National Alliance. What is disgraceful and 
unacceptable is that British companies should 
be happy to do business with the peddlers of 
hatred. Unless they clean up their act by 
removing such sites from their domains, these 
companies risk tarnishing the image of the 
Internet industry in Britain — a risk they can 
ill afford in the present climate of demands 
for new legislation to regulate cyberspace. 
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Nazi godfather nears the gates of Valhalla 


e OLIN JORDAN, the former leader of the 
extreme nazi British Movement, may 
in his own estimation not have much 
longer in this world. Searchlight will not 
preempt his departure with an early obituary, 
as the devil looks after his own and Jordan 
may yet be with us for some years more. 
However, the postwar godfather of British 
nazi politics, paramilitary organisation, hate 
material and criminality appears to be aiming 
to go in a blaze of glory. He is pointing his 
pen, and, he clearly hopes, some of his 
militant followers, towards a number of 
targets. The latest issue of his personal 
publication, Gothic Ripples, attacks the 
British National Party for its policy of taking 
part in the general election, but stops short of 
calling for physical violence against his 
fellow nazis. The state and anti-fascists are a 
different matter. 
Under the heading “Sabotage the system”, 
he makes his case for serious law breaking: 
“Major, even decisive, power exists in the 
ability of specialist teams with the necessary 
aptitude, knowledge and training to strike at 
the delicate and vulnerable 
workings of the present 
system, inflicting serious 
damage contributory to its 
desired break down. This 
break down, which alone can 
provide the opportunity for 
the seizure of state power — 
break through only coming 
through break down — is not 
something simply to be 
waited for as the culmination 
of the inherent strains and 
defects of the system, 
however important they are 
as factors to be taken 
advantage of. Contrary to 
those who realise that only a 
break down can bring a 
break through, but then treat 
it as something which they 
can only wait for as 
bystanders, so that their 
realisation becomes an 
excuse for inaction, a break 
down is something which 
has to be brought on through 
the constant application of 
acts of sabotage, impeding 
and dislocating the 
machinery of government.” 
He then turns his attention 
to Searchlight, asking why 
the British nazi movement’s 
“Vanguard”, whatever this 
may be, has allowed us to 
continue our work. 
“Alongside this impera- 
tive and invaluable dis- 
ruption of the machinery of 
the present system, there is 
much scope for the disruption of enemy 
persons and organisations to counter their 
disruptive activities against us. For example, 
it is disgraceful that the Jewish Searchlight 
gang has been able for decades to continue to 
infiltrate nationalist parties and National- 
Socialist organisations, molest their members, 
and bring pressure to bear on owners of halls 


and hotels to refuse or to cancel bookings. 
Appropriate Vanguard personnel should be 
quite quickly capable of putting this gang out 
of business, and keeping them out.” 

Jordan has been upset ever since anti- 
fascists destroyed the Hess memorial stone in 
Scotland, for which Jordan and other nazis 
had paid to be erected on the sight of Rudolf 
Hess’s arrival in Britain during the war. The 
fact that the police took no action enraged 
him all the more. 

Now Jordan has identified a young Asian 
trade unionist in Scotland as one of those 
responsible for this insult to the memory of 
Hitler’s war criminal pagan deputy. He has 
offered money to anybody who can find out 
where the man lives and, in a clear call for the 
Vanguard to take physical action, writes: 
“Likewise for another example, it is 
disgraceful that the impudent Asian, Ameer 
Anwar [sic], who desecrated and destroyed 
the Rudolf Hess memorial in Scotland several 
years ago, has been allowed to go unpunished 
ever since.” 

Trade Union 


Friends of Searchlight 





immediately contacted Anwar Aamer and his 

union to alert them to Jordan’s threat. They 

called a press conference a few days later. 
Jordan is abroad at present on his annual 


April and May two-month jaunt, so 
Searchlight will hold fire until he returns 
before passing evidence of his incitement to 
commit an offence to Yorkshire police. 





Racism still rampant 
in armed forces 


The Armed Forces have failed to take 
effective action to tackle racist abuse 
and discrimination. 


In the latest case of abuse, black soldier 
Clive Walker was attacked by 11 fellow 
soldiers, who tried to scrub him “clean and 
white”. 

Walker, 18, who has served in Bosnia, was 
attacked by room mates in the Royal Green 
Jackets, who had been drinking. They 
sprayed him with a fire extinguisher, 
scrubbed his skin raw with brushes, smashed 
his locker, cut up and urinated on his clothes 
and kicked him out of their room. 
Throughout the attack they chanted “Black 
bastard”. 

The Army’s Special Investigations Branch 
is looking into the attack. 

There has been a series of cases in which 
soldiers received cash compensation for 
abuse. They include Stephen Anderson, 
Devon and Dorset Regiment, 1991; Anthony 
Evans, Royal Regiment of Wales, 1993; Jacob 
Malcolm, Household Calvary, 1993; and 
Geoffrey McKay, Queen’s Royal Irish 
Hussars, 1994, 

In a Channel 4 Dispatches programme on 
20 March, it was revealed that over a hundred 
British soldiers took part in a “Ku Klux Klan” 
march in Germany in 1989. Dressed in white 
robes and carrying a burning cross, the 
soldiers from the Royal Artillery were driven 
off by black and white American serviceman. 
Officers treated the incident as a “prank”, and 
no one was disciplined. 


As a result of the failure by the Armed 
Forces to tackle abuse, the Commission for 
Racial Equality has kept open the threat of 
legal action for a further year. If the Ministry 
of Defence fails to show a real commitment 
to equal opportunities in this period, a non 
discrimination notice will be served, forcing 
the ministry to take specific actions under the 
Race Relations Act. 

An action plan agreed in March 1996 was 
meant to lead to a system for effective 
monitoring of the careers of black service 
men and women. It was also meant to lead to 
action to tackle discrimination. 

Progress has been made in setting up 
monitoring systems and in establishing equal 
opportunities training. The gap has .been in 
action to change attitudes and practices. One 
CRE commissioner, Bob Purkiss, said that the 
services “have been monitoring, but they have 
been monitoring failure”. 

A recent survey of 800 soldiers found that 
more than half the black soldiers said they 
had suffered racial discrimination and 33 per 
cent said they had been racially abused. Only 
13 per cent of these made a formal complaint. 
This was because many of them thought a 
complaint might affect their careers. 

Lt Col Stuart Crawford, who wrote the 
report, said: “There can be no doubt that 
racial intolerance, harassment and 
discrimination is endemic in the Army.” 

A further report, by the Office for Public 
Management, has confirmed the picture of 
widespread racism in the Armed Forces. The 
report reveals complacency among senior 


officers and deeply ingrained racist views 
among all ranks. “The Ministry of Defence as 
a whole still has a long way to go before it 
catches up with even average levels of good 
practice in other employing organisations,” 
the report says. 

The Royal Navy was accused of 
harbouring attitudes which were 10 or 20 
years behind the rest of society. The report 
says that the Navy was not justified in 
describing itself as an equal opportunities 
employer under the terms of the Race 
Relations Act. White sailors commonly 
believed that black people were not suitable 
for the Navy. Many of them thought that 
ethnic minorities did not like water! 

The Army was accused of “colour 
blindness” in its “denial that racial or ethnic 
differences is or could be a salient factor in 
determining the experience of individuals”. 
Racist nicknames, such as “Snowy”, were 
regarded as simply “robust humour’. 

In the RAF, black personnel have been 
excluded from high profile parades and 
guards of honour, in a process known as 
“packaging”. According to the report: “An 
unwritten rule summarised as ‘no blacks, 
Pakis, spots or specs’ governed basic 
assumptions about how things should ‘really’ 
or ‘normally’ be.” 

At present only 1 per cent of the armed 
forces come from ethnic minorities, 
compared to 6 per cent of the national 
workforce. 

The government has said that it accepts the 
main thrust of the OPM report. 


Judge reprimanded for ‘nigger’ jibe 


A judge who used the word “niggers” 
in court has been reprimanded by the 
Lord Chancellor. 


Judge William Crawford QC referred ‘to 
“people ... who work like niggers” in a case at 
Newcastle Crown Court on 7 March. In his 
reprimand, the Lord Chancellor, Lord Mackay, 
said: “Remarks of this kind do wholly 
disproportionate damage to the perception of 
justice and the reputation of the judiciary”. 

The Lord Chancellor said the remarks were 
“particularly surprising”, as Judge Crawford 
had attended a course to teach judges ethnic 
awareness. 

The judge’s remarks were reported 
by Mohan Das Singh, a social worker. 


Judge Crawford later apologised. 

Discrimination against black _ barrister 
students continues to be a problem according 
to the Society of Black Lawyers, which has 
called for urgent action to tackle it. 

Between 1994-95 and 1995-96 the failure 
rate for ethnic minority students in the Bar 
finals increased from 25.4 per cent to 42.1 per 
cent. The failure rate for white students in 
1995-96 was 18.9 per cent. 

In 1994 the Barrow report into racism at 
the Inns of Court School of Law found that 
ethnic minority students felt “isolated, 
inadequate and socially and _ financially 
handicapped”. 

Peter Herbert, chair of the Society of Black 
Lawyers, said black students received less 


extra help than white students. He said he 
suspected that examiners showed cultural bias 
in marking and added that black students 
believed they were identifiable to markers, in 
spite of an anonymous numbering system. 
The marking of oral tests is highly subjective. 

Black students also find it much harder to 
get pupillages, which are needed to get the 
required experience. Among white students 
61 per cent were offered pupillages, 
compared to 40 per cent of Asians and 22 per 
cent of Afro-Caribbean students. 

The chair of the Bar Council’s race 
relations committee, Lincoln Crawford, said 
nothing had changed since the Barrow 
inquiry. “I am absolutely determined to get to 
the heart of this,” he said. 
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Community service 
unprovoked racist 


Two violent criminals, convicted of 
taking part in an unprovoked, vicious 
assault on two black men, have been 
let off with community — service 
sentences. 


The Greenwich Police Ethnic Minority 
Forum has asked the Home Secretary Michael 
Howard to increase the sentences on Brian 
Brooks, 29, and Darren McGarvie, 27. A 
spokesman for the forum said: “The thugs 
responsible for this dreadful, unprovoked 
attack must be laughing their heads off.” 

Two men, Martin Unachukwu, 34, an 
accountant, and his friend Godwin, a 
supermarket worker, 35, had gone to a 
newsagent’s shop at 7.25 one morning in 
October 1995. 

As they were sitting in their car, two men, 
one about 1.63m tall and the other over 
1.80m, passed by shouting racist abuse. Mr 
Unachukwu said: “I heard the smaller man 
say ‘nigger’. He then said ‘go back home’ 
and a lot of four letter abuse. 

“I said to him: ‘Why are you calling 
us niggers, what have we done to you? 
Why don’t you go your own way?’ The 
shorter man said: ‘‘Go back where you 
come from you niggers.’ I responded: 
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‘‘Well I come from Abbey Wood’.” 

Having come off worst in the exchange of 
words, the white men went into the notorious 
Abbey Arms pub. They returned a few 
moments later with several other men, armed 
with a variety of weapons. 

The two black men got out of their car to 
try and calm things down. Mr Unachukwu 
was clubbed with a baseball bat and struck on 
the head with a wooden plank, embedded 
with long screws, causing a cut requiring 22 
stitches. He was also kicked and punched. 
Godwin was kicked and punched, suffering a 
broken wrist. 

Gary Starbruck, licensee of the Abbey 
Arms, was charged with grievous bodily 
harm, actual bodily harm and threatening 
violence. He was acquitted on all counts. His 
father is a notorious bare knuckle fighter. 

Brian Brooks was cleared of wounding and 
assault, but convicted of affray. In spite of 
previous convictions for assault and handling 
stolen goods, Brooks was given 150 hours’ 
community service, although the maximum 
sentence is three years’ imprisonment. 

Darren McGarvie was cleared of wounding 
but convicted of assault. Although he has 
previous convictions for assault, burglary, 
handling stolen goods and drug offences, 



































































































































McGarvie was given 180 hours’ community 
service. He could have been jailed for five years. 

The detectives involved in the case were 
said to be bitterly disappointed. 

One said: “We wanted to show the ethnic 
community that the criminal justice system 
was taking race crime seriously. We did our 
job well, the Crown Prosecution Service did 
too, but it is difficult to explain the 
sentences.” 

Elsewhere in the country too, members of 
ethnic minorities continue to be the victims of 
racist attacks and even German tourists have 
suffered abuse. 


Lancaster 


An Asian shopkeeper on the Ryelands estate 
has suffered thousands of attacks since he 
moved there in June 1991. Mr Mal Hussain, 
42, and his white partner, Linda Livingstone, 
say they have called the police three or four 
times a day for the past six years. So far a 
total of 29 local people have been convicted 
of racist attacks. 

On the night after he first called the police, 
every window in his property was smashed. 
In October 1991, petrol was poured on his 
garage door and set alight. On 4 November, a 
petrol-soaked mattress was pushed through 
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his door and a mob chanted: “Burn Saddam 
Hussein, Burn the Paki c***”’, 

His van has been repeatedly vandalised and 
racist graffiti sprayed on his walls. In 1993 a 
shot was fired through a door, just missing 
his head. 

Mr Hussain says the police have not given 
him adequate protection and have failed to 
respond to 999 calls on a number of 
occasions. 

He intends to sue Lancaster City Council 
for failing to evict his racist attackers under 
its own racial harassment guidelines. A 
petition in his support has been delivered to 
Downing Street by the National Assembly 
Against Racism. 

Mr Hussain said: “I have a right to live 
here without being persecuted every day just 
for being Asian.” 


Fleetwood 


An Asian-owned shop that suffered an arson 
attack before Christmas has now been 
vandalised. 

In the first attack burning rags were pushed 
through the window of The Young Ones 
clothes shop. The Fashion Girl shop next 
door was also damaged. 

Both shops are owned by Mr Ravi 
Sandher, who believes the attacks could have 
been racially motivated. 

In the latest incident, the door to The 
Young Ones was smashed. 


Blackburn 


Football hooligans who attacked an Asian 
man on 1 March may have been members of 
Combat 18. The victim was recovering after 
hospital treatment. 

A total of 17 Sunderland fans were 
arrested in various incidents. 


Nottingham 

A German family, on a sightseeing trip to 
Sherwood Forest, was beaten up by a racist 
gang. The attack took place in the Bulwell 
area of Nottingham at the end of March. 

Dr Heinrich Wagner, 50, was forced to stop 
when one of the youths jumped in front of his 
Mercedes car. The four-strong gang, who had 
been drinking, chanted racist slogans 
referring to Germany’s victory over England 
in the Euro 96 football tournament. 

Dr Wagner, his wife, Erika Rust, 49, and 
their sons, Hubertus, 20, and Jurgen, 18, 
were all attacked. Inspector Jeffrey 
Whitehouse said: “The father suffered a 
black eye. One of the young Germans was 
hit on the cheekbone. The mother was also 
assaulted, but to a lesser degree. They were 
all very shocked.” 
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Above and opposite: Eltham, southeast London, November 1991: local racists, 
joined by nazis from across Britain, gather to protest against a memorial march 
for a murdered young Asian. The Stephen Lawrence murder and other racist 
killings in the area have made this part of southeast London the Mississippi of 
England. Despite tough prison sentences in the wake of this violent 
demonstration, Combat 18, the British National Party and the British Movement 
continue their violent and intimidatory activities. 


He added: “We are treating this as a racial 
incident. It started when the gang saw the 
German number plates on a large Mercedes. 
It was a very nasty attack and makes you 
ashamed to be British.” 

Dr Wagner commented: “It’s the first time 
in our whole lives that something like this has 
happened. We did not expect this in a 
civilised country.” 

Also in Nottingham, the council has 
brought in checks to prevent racists making 
false complaints about noise from 
neighbours. 

A survey found that of 9,230 complaints of 
noise nuisance, 18 were made after the 
person complaining had been accused of 
racial harassment. 

In future, pollution control officers and 
racial harassment officers will work closely 
together to try and prevent this. 


Swindon 

A 14-year-old girl was stabbed in the face 
after she objected to racist abuse from 
another girl of the same age. 


The victim had gone to sort the situation 
out when she was stabbed three times with a 
kitchen knife. The wounds were not thought 
to be serious. 

Swindon police said they were not treating 
the stabbing as racially motivated. 


Southend 


A woman was due to be sentenced for 
daubing racist abuse on a council house 
allocated to an Asian family. 

Valerie Lamb, 34, was found guilty of 
writing racist slogans on the house into 
which Nehim Azam and his family were 
due to move. The family has been 
rehoused in another part of Southend. The 
council has begun moves to evict Ms 
Lamb. 

Mr Azam has dropped his plan to set up a 
telephone helpline for victims of racist abuse, 
after police opposition. His brother, Ibrar, 
said that police advised against the phone 
line. “They said it would take a lot to get all 


‘the ethnic groups together, so we decided not 


to go ahead.” 


Whites only watch 


Firefighters in two parts of the country face accusations of racist abuse. 
In Eltham, south London, a visiting black officer found a racially abusive poster 


on the door of a locker. 


He ordered a search of personal lockers which revealed a collection of racist 
material, including ‘Wogs Out’, and a photograph of a black Olympic team with a 


caption branding them muggers. 


All eight members of Red Watch have been suspended while an investigation takes 


place. They could face dismissal. 


A London Fire Brigade spokesman said: “Many firemen like to stick things in 
their lockers which are a bit near the knuckle, but this was nasty and went too far’’. 

At Painswick, near Gloucester, Asian firefighter Warren Mann, 34, has taken a 
race discrimination case to an industrial tribunal. 

He says that he was nicknamed “Gunga Din”, ignored and left behind at the 
station to make the tea. Racist comments were made in his hearing, including 


remarks about “coons’’. 


A complaint to managers was dismissed on the grounds that there was no 


“substantial evidence’. 


Searchlight, May 1997 9 


Asian PC compensated 
for race abuse 


An Asian police constable has been 
awarded £3,000 compensation for abuse 
he suffered from colleagues. Mohamed 
Khalid, 27, also received an apology 
from the Metropolitan Police. 

The abuse occurred from 1991 to 
1994, when PC Khalid was based at 
Stoke Newington, Dagenham and 
Limehouse police stations. An industrial 
tribunal heard evidence of racist abuse 
he had received on his personal radio 
and abusive messages left on his desk 
and written on his wage slips. 

Detective Inspector David Michael, 
chairman of the Black Police 
Association, said: “The settlement ... 
and assurances that he will not be 
subject to further discrimination for 
bringing the case is welcomed. The 
Metropolitan Police must apply a 
greater degree of sophistication and 
stronger resolve in dealing with these 
cases.” 

In Manchester, Chief Inspector 
Martin Harding has accused Greater 
Manchester Police of racial and sexual 
discrimination in not promoting him. 

Chief Inspector Harding was accepted 
as eligible for promotion by a board in 
1992. Although the force’s guidelines 
state that once accepted a person will be 
promoted within 12 to 18 months, 
Harding was turned down 56 times. 

He was eventually promoted to chief 
inspector in February, by which time he 
had filed the discrimination case. Four 
other officers, all white and one female, 
who passed their board on the same day 
as Harding, were promoted within a 
year. 

In London, Norwell Roberts, Britain’s 
first black policeman, has told of the 
racist abuse he received from colleagues 
during his 30 years’ service. 

Speaking on the eve of his retirement, 
Norwell, 51, said: “Had I known what to 
expect I would never have joined”. 

During his training at Hendon he 
cried himself to sleep every night. While 
he was based at Bow Street, his sergeant 
said: “Nigger, you’re never going to 
finish your probation”. 

Norwell said: “I had my buttons 
pulled off, matches put in my car key 
holes. My tyres were slashed on 
numerous occasions.” 

He was ostracised, cups of tea were 
thrown in his face, and, when on the 
beat, his radio calls for back-up were 
ignored. 

Once, when on the beat outside 
Covent Garden opera House, a police 
car drove past with three officers in it. 
“One stuck his head out of the window 
and shouted ‘Black c***’. I felt so 
ashamed. There were crowds of people 
and they all turned round and looked at 
me,’ he said. 

Norwell was awarded the Queens 
Medal for distinguished service and 
finished his career with the rank of 
Detective Sergeant. 
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Sheriff discounts racism 


In an “extraordinary” judgment at 
Paisley Sheriff Court, a sheriff has 
ruled that lazy and inefficient estate 
agents, rather than racism, were the 
reason an Asian couple were unable to 
buy a house they wanted. 


Mr Eric Scott, solicitor for Mrs Shaaisda 
Yousaf, whose action for £20,000 damages 
was dismissed, said: “If these are the barriers 
and the hurdles that one has to cross I cannot 
see any Asian person being able successfully 
to take a case of racism through a Scottish 
court.” 

When Mrs Yousaf rang the Robb Estate 
Agency for an appointment to view a house in 
the Newton Mearns district, she was told it 
was not possible because the owners were 
going away and the house was untidy. 

Suspecting that the real reason was racism, 
her husband, Muzaffar, 41, arranged for two 
whites and two Asians to seek appointments 
to view the property, owned by John and 
Shirley-Ann Nelson. 

The two whites received immediate 
appointments, but the agency did not get back 
to the Asians. 

When the Yousafs tried to view another 
property in Newton Mearns, a woman said: “I 


think you’ve made a mistake,” and slammed 
the door in their faces. 

Three Robb Agency staff claimed that the 
Nelsons had given instructions that they did 
not want to sell to Asians. 

Sheriff Colin Higgins accepted assurances 
from the Nelsons that they were “not racist”, 
and accused the three Robb Agency staff of 
being liars. He said they had told the lies as a 
cover up for “inefficiency and idleness”. 

The Sheriff refused to accept evidence of 
“blacklining” — the practice by which ethnic 
minorities are prevented from buying property 
in largely white areas. He also criticised the 
Commission for Racial Equality for not 
keeping the Nelsons fully informed. 

After the case, Mrs Yousaf said: “We were 
made to feel like third-class citizens and this 
finding has not changed a thing. People live 
with this myth in Scotland that there is no 
racism. They think Scottish people are very 
tolerant. But I think if you asked any 
Pakistani living in Scotland they will tell you 
they have suffered some form of 
discrimination or abuse.” 

Robina Quereshi, the director of Positive 
Action in Housing, which fights for fair 
access to housing for ethnic minorities, said 
the practice of “blacklining” was common. 


Welsh manager apologises again 


Evidence of racism in soccer and 
cricket continues to emerge. In the 
latest incident Bobby Gould, the Wales 
football manager, has made a third 
apology to black striker Nathan Blake. 


Blake says that Gould referred to Dutch 
player Pierre Van Hooijdonk as a “big black 
bastard”. Gould also made an offensive 
remark about the colour of bibs, in which he 
said Nathan could stay in black. 

Nathan has now refused to play for Wales 
while Gould is manager, putting Gould’s job 
on the line. 

In cricket, two reports have shown that 
racism is a serious problem in Yorkshire, but 
largely ignored. 

A survey by 


researchers at Leeds 


Metropolitan University found that 12 per 
cent of club secretaries thought that abuse 
received by coloured players was acceptable 
or sometimes acceptable. Over three quarters 
of those questioned thought that racism was 
not a problem and adopted a “colour blind” 
approach. 

A report by Yorkshire County Cricket Club 
on racism at last August’s Headingley Test 
between England and Pakistan has turned out 
to be a whitewash. The club blamed the 
trouble on alcohol and a “relatively small 
number of miscreants”. 

The Hit Racism for Six campaign slammed 
the report and pointed out that no effort was 
made to secure responses from a cross section 
of spectators, or from black and Asian 
community groups. 


MEPs approve racism monitoring centre 


The European’ Parliament has 
approved a proposal to establish a 
European Monitoring _ Centre for 
Racism and Xenophobia. A report by 
Glyn Ford, the Labour MEP for 
Greater Manchester East, was 
accepted by 418 votes to 18, with 14 
abstentions. 


The monitoring centre is intended to be a 
networking organisation for anti-racist 
groups at local, regional and national level. 
It is expected to be staffed mainly by people 
on short-term contracts or secondment from 
anti-racist groups. It will be charged with 
producing an annual report detailing the 
extent of racism, xenophobia and 
antisemitism in each of the 15 European 
Union states and giving examples of best 


practice in combating these evils. It will also 
make recommendations for action at local, 
national and European level. 

The only remaining obstacle to 
establishing the centre is the UK 
government, which claims to be unhappy 
with the legal basis for it. The UK 
government had previously also objected to 
the monitoring of racial harassment not 
being within the centre’s remit, but the 
European Parliament has now accepted its 
inclusion. 

Glyn Ford commented: “One can only 
hope that now that the only remaining 
impediment to its establishment is the UK 
Government, they will reconsider their dog- 
in-the-manger attitude and give the green 
light for Europe to take on a role in 
combating racism and antisemitism. 
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Do you know the way to Carshalton? 


nominations for candidates in the 

general election, the British 
National Party was still desperately 
seeking to scrape together the “magic 
50”, the number that would give the 
party free television and _ radio 
broadcasts. 


[: the hours before the close of 


Having failed to persuade enough of his 
diminishing membership to volunteer, John 
Tyndall, the BNP leader, has fulfilled the 
threat he made earlier this year at the BNP’s 
annual “Party Day”, when he said that if the 
party could not get good candidates to come 
forward, it would be forced to scrape the 
barrel. He has certainly had to do just that. 
Many of the BNP’s candidates are of very 
dubious antecedents for a party standing on a 
“Jaw and order” platform. Many whom the 
party has press ganged into service have 
been imposed on constituencies far from 
their homes, often in places they have never 
visited and which they have no intention of 
doing so. 

One example is Gary Ritchie from 
Bournemouth, whom Tyndall pulled out of a 
hat, like a magician’s rabbit, and imposed at 
the eleventh hour on Carshalton and 
Wallington. His agent is the increasingly 
paranoid Paul Ballard who has recently been 
anxiously scraping off Surrey Border Front 
stickers from local walls after a threat from 
Merton Council to have him fined. 

According to Ballard, Ritchie has no 
connections whatsoever with Carshalton and 
no intention of campaigning there. Ballard’s 
judgment, however, may be a bit unreliable as 
he appears to think that MIS have nothing 
better to do than keep breaking into his house 
when he is out. In any case, Ballard himself 
might not be spending much time in his role 
as agent as at the very last moment he was 
adopted as a BNP candidate for Sherwood, 
Nottinghamshire. 

Another instance of Ballard’s uncertain 
mental state was his accusation that John 
Merritt, another local BNP activist, was 
working for the state. Merritt dropped out of 
party activities for a few weeks as a result of 
Ballard’s weird claim, but now appears to 
have returned to the fold. 

Complaints are already arriving at the local 
police station from black residents who claim 
their houses are being covered in nazi 
material. 


Mad axe woman strikes 

Voters in Reading East are in for a real treat. 
The BNP has presented them with a 
candidate who truly epitomises the hate that 
the party dishes out. 

Barbara Packer first appeared in 
Searchlight in October 1979, when she was 
sent to the Crown Court for trial for 
threatening behaviour. She had alleged that 
someone threw a brick threw her window 
when she stood as a National Front candidate 
in Swindon, where she was the NF leader. In 
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Paul Ballard (left with white hair) threatening the press on a BNP march in 
London. Below: John Bowles, standing in Combat 18’s Harlow stronghold 


PPM sy 
reprisal she had targeted a local family of 
anti-fascists. 

She wrote a letter to the mother threatening 
that she would be on the receiving end of a 
night of broken windows, a mini Kristallnacht 
no doubt. The letter went on to say: “T’ll get 
revenge — no matter how long it takes. I never 
forgive or forget. I’m well known for it.” She 
also threatened revenge on the children and 
even grandchildren of whomever had broken 
her window. 

When questioned by the police she said: 
“Tm glad the rotten bitch is worried. But it 
wasn’t a threat. It was a warning of what was 
possible.” 

Late in the following year five NF thugs 
beat up left-wing paper sellers in Swindon. 
The victims included included a woman. 
Packer did not take part in the assault but was 
selling fascist papers nearby at the time. 

Packer was convicted with the five thugs of 
conspiracy and assault charges. They were 


Full list of far-right candidates, pages 12-13 


ordered to pay a total of £1,100 in fines and 
costs and Packer was sent for mental health 
reports. The court heard that she was often 
seen in the area with a dirty mongrel dog, 
handing out copies of the NF youth paper, 
Bulldog, to schoolchildren, a publication that 
was later banned. It was reported that her 
father also held extremist views. 

Eight years later, in 1988, Packer was again 
up in court after threatening a woman at a bus 
stop with an axe. She was fined on two counts 
of threatening behaviour and possession of an 
offensive weapon. Her performance in court 
undoubtedly raised further doubts about her 
sanity. 

It was only a few weeks before she was 
back in court again for further threats. The 
case resulted in another fine. 

The following year she was finally jailed 
for failing to pay a £75 fine imposed in her 
last case. Then aged 60, she had not lost any 
‘of her venom and demanded to be put in a 
cell with “white Protestant prisoners”. She 
called the magistrates “degenerate 
pipsqueaks” as she was taken off to serve her 
30-day sentence. She told the local press that 
the NF had now gone underground. 


A Yorkshireman in Harlow 


John Bowles is another BNP candidate sent to 
serve the party far from his usual stomping 
ground. Well known for running around with 
some of the most vicious thugs in the BNP 
and Combat 18 in Yorkshire, he will be 
fighting the Essex seat of Harlow. 

In the very first days of the campaign the 
sitting Conservative MP, Jerry Hayes, was 
assaulted in broad daylight by a large man 
who hit him in the face and ran off. The 
police are still seeking the attacker. 

Nazi violence is nothing new in Harlow. In 
February a man was killed in a stabbing 
which police said arose out of an internal 
feud in Combat 18. A number of leading 
nazis live in the area. 

The town, which has always had a large 
Continued on page 14 
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Spitting on democracy 
The far right at the polls 


t the close of nominations for this month’s general election the four 
parties of the far right had mustered 81 candidates between them. 

The largest contingent was from the British National Party, with 54. At least one 
quarter of them had criminal convictions ranging from race relations offences to illicit 
possession of arms, from threatening violence to actually carrying it out. Because so 
many of the BNP’s candidates are unknown faces, it was hard to determine, as 
Searchlight went to press, exactly how many lawbreakers there were among them. 

The old National Front, under its new title the National Democrats, has raised 19 
members to perform on the hustings. The tiny ramp of what was once Britain’s largest 
postwar fascist party, the National Front, could only find six people to put up their 
names. But trailing behind them all are the pathetic wannabes of The Third Way, with a 


meagre pair of of candidates. 


Some of the other parties’ candidates merit some scrutiny. Among those standing for 
the United Kingdom Independence Party is at least one person who holds strange 
views on the Holocaust, and the UKIP’s campaigners in the West Country certainly 
include people with former links to the NF. 

Our advice in the final few days of the campaign is: you know where they are and 
what they really stand for; it is up to those who want to defend democracy to speak out 
against the criminality of these groups and those who lead them. 


The list of BNP candidates below is based upon one issued by John Tyndall the day after nominations 
closed. Any errors in it are the responsibility of the BNP. 


British National Party 


Aldershot 

Ashfield 

Barking 

Batley and Spen 

Bethnal Green and Bow 
Birmingham Northfield 
Birmingham Perry Barr 
Blaby 

Blackpool North & Fleetwood 
Bournemouth West 
Bradford West 

Bristol North West 
Broxbourne 

Calder Valley 

Carshalton and Wallington 
Charnwood 

Chingford & Woodford Green 
Clydesdale 

Coventry South 

Croydon South 
Dagenham 

Dartford 

Dewsbury 

East Ham 

Edmonton 

Eltham 

Enfield North 
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Dr Donald Stevens 
Steven Belshaw 
Mark Tolman 
Ron Smith 
David King 
Keith Axon 

Lee Windridge 
John Peacock 
John Ellis 

John Morse 
Gary Osborn 
Stephen Parnell 
David Bruce 
Christian Jackson 
Gary Ritchie 
Matthew Palmer 
Alan Gould 
Kenneth Smith 
Jeffrey Astbury 
Paul Ferguson 
William Binding 
Paul McHale 
Frances Taylor 
Colin Smith 
Bruce Cowd 
William Hitches 
Jean Griffin 


Epping Forest 

Erith and Thamesmead 
Feltham and Heston 
Gillingham 

Glasgow Govan 
Glasgow Shettleston 
Hackney South and Shoreditch 
Harlow 

Ilford North 

Ilford South 
Kingswood 

Leicester West 
Leominster 

Mitcham and Morden 
Morley and Rothwell 
Poplar and Canning Town 
Reading East 

Reading West 

Rochdale 

Romford 

Rossendale and Darwen 
Sherwood 


Southwark North and Bermondsey 


Stoke-on-Trent Central 
Stoke-on-Trent South 
Taunton 

West Ham 



















































































Paul Henderson 
Victor Dooley 
Robert Church 
Christopher Jury 
James White 
Robert Currie 
Gordon Callow 
John Bowles 
Paul Wilson 
Aron Owens 
Peter Hart 
Adrian Belshaw 
John Haycock 
Lynda Miller 
Roger Wood 
John Tyndall 
Barbara Packer 
Ian Dell 

Gary Bergin 
Michael Carey 
Andrew Wearden 
Paul Ballard 
Michael Davidson 
Michael Coleman 
Steven Batkin 
Leslie Andrews 
Kenneth Francis 












































BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY Gx) 
OUTER EAST LONDON & ESSEX REGION 

PO Box 1032, Ilford, Essex 1G1 1DY 

Telephone enquiries to 0374 454893 = Web site:-_http://ngwwmall.com/frontier/bnp/ 


PRESS STATEMENT 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


British National Party prospective parliamentary candidate for 
Ilford South, Aron Owens has condemned Ilford South MP Mike 
Gapes for his fascist-like intollerance of other people’s views. 


Ata meeting in Ilford, Aron said: “In this election, the BNP is the 
only party with a manifesto commitment to freedom of speech, 
unlike the other parties who between them have, in recent 
years, enacted the most repressive police powers in Western 
Europe.” 


“Ilford South MP, Mike Gapes shows the same intollerance as 
the fascists and the communists towards others whose views 
he does not share. He has demanded censorship punishable by 
imprisonment for those who seek academic freedom and 
research into the holocaust question. It doesn’t matter what 
one’s views are on this subject: such censorship is repressive 
and precident setting. Where after all would it stop? Who would 
head the new Ministry of Truth? What else would become 
verboten?” 


Aron finished: “If Gapes likes totalitarianism so much, he 
should wear a swastika and clear off to China.” 


Statement Ends. 
contact: Colin Smith. 











It is strange to see Colin Smith’s name on a 
press statement suggesting that the Labour 
candidate for Ilford South is so totalitarian that 
he should wear a swastika (above). For Smith 
himself clearly holds the nazi symbol in high 
esteem and wears it with pride (below, right) 





Top left: John Tyndall, BNP 
leader, keeping his hair on, 
which is more than he did at 
the BNP’s press conference 
on 17 April. Held to launch 
the BNP’s manifesto of hate, 
it ended in scuffles after two 
women Anti Nazi League 
activists decided to give him 
an early bath and poured 


water over his head. The BNP 


were ordered to leave the 
hotel when management 
found the room had been 
booked under a false name. 
Above: lan Anderson, ND 
leader. The egg popped out 
just after this photo was 
taken. Right: John McAuley 
leader of the NF 
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Patrick Harrington, leader of the Third Way, in his juvenile 


delinquent days 


National Front 


Beckenham 

Bromley and Chislehurst 
Dudley North 

Hayes and Harlington 
Lewisham East 

Walsall North 


Third Way 


Broxbourne 
Hornchurch 


John McAuley 
Michael Stoneman 
George Cartwright 
Jerald Hutchins 
Robert Croucher 
Alan Humphries 


Brent Cheetham 
Jeannie Trueman 


National Democrats 


Birmingham Ladywood 
Blackburn 
Burton-on-Trent 
Dagenham 

Derby South 

East Ham 

Halesowen & Rowley Regis 
Leicester South 
Leicester West 
Londonderry East 
Nottingham South 
Plymouth Devonport 
Southport 


Southwark North and Bermondsey 


Stoke-on-Trent South 
Tiverton and Honiton 

West Bromwich West 
Wolverhampton North East 
Yorkshire East 


Andrew Carmichael 
Tina Wingfield 
Keith Sharp 
Michael Hipperson 
Robert Evans 
Graham Hardy 
Karen Needs 
Kevin Sills 

Clive Potter 

Ian Anderson 
Sharron Edwards 
Stephen Ebbs 
Michael Middleton 
Inga Yngvisson 
Brian Lawrence 
Del Charles 

Steve Edwards 
Martin Wingfield 
Mike Cooper 
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youth population, has been targeted by almost 
every far-right group as a recruiting ground. 
The extreme nazi British Movement held 
some of the earliest skinhead gigs there. The 
NF has held a march and C18 made Harlow 
its operational base for a couple of years. The 
arrival of the BNP in the town can only result 
in more violence and hatred. 


Fast Eddy returns 


One of the most surprising names to emerge 
with a leading role in the BNP’s election 
campaign is the violent lunatic Eddy 
Morrison. A recent psychiatric patient and a 
thorn in the side of Tyndall for the past 20 
years, he has been put in charge of public 
relations for the party in Bradford and Leeds. 

Either Tyndall really has lost all authority 
over his own party, or he has become so 
desperate that he will take anyone prepared to 
do anything. 

Morrison has a nazi track record going 
back many years to his teens. A man beset 
with drink and drug problems, he was apt 
every so often to go off the rails, causing 
horrendous problems for whatever nazi group 
he was then supporting. 

For two years Tyndall was bombarded by a 
series of letters coming from a Post Office 
box number in Morrison’s home town of 
Wakefield. Not only did the letters accuse the 
BNP boss of selling out his nazi past, but it is 
claimed they also described Tyndall’s private 
and sexual life in minute detail. 

At one point the police became involved, 
but Morrison, then undergoing psychiatric 
treatment, laughed it off, saying that if he was 
accused of anything he would plead insanity. 

A shock wave ran through the BNP when it 
was secretly put about that Morrison was to 
be given the role of press officer and general 
gopher for the party’s two candidates in 
Bradford and Leeds. Both candidates have 
been imported from outside the area. 
Although Yorkshire has more BNP members 
than any other region, the party has not been 
able to find any local candidates. 

Strangely, those who shout the loudest 
about what brave nazis they are, such as Sid 
Carthew, Geoff Brown, Mick Gibson and 
Morrison himself, bottle out when asked to 
represent their party on the hustings. Even 
would-be regional leaders, such as Dave 
Owens and Iain Wilson, run for cover at the 
first sign that they might have to show 
themselves in public. 

Even Morrison will not be communicating 
with the press in his own name but will use 
the alias Peter Anderson. However he might 
be trying to hide his presence not only from 
journalists whom he has insulted in the past, 
but also from some of the BNP’s own 
officers. 

Gibson, who spends more time on holiday 
than at his well appointed house, is struggling 
to stop Wilson finding out that Morrison is 
back on the scene. Wilson’s anger would be a 
sight worth seeing, as it was he whom 
Tyndall appointed to investigate Morrison’s 
letters in 1995 and 1996. Bets are now being 
taken over how long Morrison will last before 
he cracks up again. 

Morrison’s appointment appears to be the 
result of efforts by Tony Lecomber, the 
convicted terrorist bomber, who is acting as 
election agent for about 17 BNP candidates in 
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Eddy Morrison stands behind his 
Fuhrer. Is he about to knife Tyndall in 
the back again? 


the Southeast. Lecomber and those around 
him appear to be the counter-weight to Nick 
Griffin, who aspires to taking over not only 
the BNP but the whole of the far right, with a 
few minor exceptions. Was it fear of such a 
takeover that led to Lecomber holding at least 
one secret meeting with Charlie Sargent, then 
leader of C18, last year? 

Another man who now appears to have 
returned to the fold and joined Lecomber’s 
camp is Mike Newland, the BNP’s former 


press officer. He has been put in charge of the 
party’s Web site. 

In London it appears that the BNP has been 
having serious trouble in getting more than 20 
activists out on any of its election activities, 
and most of the time it is the same 20 people. 
The majority of these characters are not even 
paid-up members of the party. 

In west London Robert Church’s requests 
for assistance from C18 and its political wing, 
the National Socialist Alliance, have fallen on 
deaf ears. Church turned up as a surprise 
candidate in Feltham and Heston in place of 
Warren Glass. 

The support shown by the C18 crew for 
Glass in past election campaigns stems from 
his close personal relationship with the 
hardline nazis among the Chelsea 
Headhunters football supporters, and from 
C18 wishing to seize any opportunity to have 
a go at the opposition. This time, however, we 
understand that C18 has refused to help and 
will be staging its own activities. 

On top of all the problems over the BNP’s 
election campaign, Colin Jordan, Tyndall’s 
one-time nazi boss and Britain’s postwar nazi 
godfather, has put out a fatwa on the BNP 
leader for choosing to go along the electoral 
path at all. Tyndall finds himself in rather 
more esteemed company here, as the ailing 
Jordan also lays into Jean-Marie Le Pen, the 
French Front National leader, and Jorg 
Haider, leader of Austria’s Freedom 
Movement, for putting their trust in the 
democratic system, which Jordan says any 
true nazi should hate. The latest issue of 
Jordan’s hate sheet, Gothic Ripples, describes 
the BNP’s policy as “the dead end road of 
failure”. 


Convicted terrorist runs National 
Democrats’ election campaign 


A convicted gun runner is 
organising the National 
Democrats’ London _ election 
campaign. The appointment of 
Terry Blackham to this important 
post proves that the party’s name 
change from the National Front 
to the ND was purely cosmetic. 

Blackham’s claims to fame 
include being featured in The Sun 
in a Gary Bushell story, attending 
a Mosley memorial dinner with 
Bushell and several convictions 
for violence, most of which 
occurred before his twentieth 
birthday. 

In the early 1990s Blackham, 
who lives in southeast London, 
became general factotum to Ian 
Anderson, then chairman of the 
NF. His convictions continued to 
mount. 

Eventually he was arrested in Scotland in 
the company of an officer from a loyalist 
paramilitary group and found to be in 
possession of a number of modern weapons, 
including Czech army issue sub-machine 
guns. 

Considering the serious nature of the 
charge and his long list of previous 


Terry Blackham (centre) surrounded by his 
fascist and Ulster loyalist friends 


convictions, his four-year sentence was 
surprisingly lenient. Even so he was 
released very early. He was photographed 
by Searchlight at a London Orange Order 
march a year ago in the company of most of 
the Combat 18 leadership. 

Now, however, he is clearly back in the 
leadership of Anderson’s revamped 
organisation. 





Voice in the wilderness 


Last month Searchlight analysed the ways in which radical new right, third positionist and fascist organisations 
are using green issues to try to attract support from environmentalists and extreme left-wing groups. In this article 
Searchlight examines the current activities of one of the third positionist groups, the Third Way. 


Ihe Third Way has announced it is 
putting up two candidates in the 
general election: Brent Cheetham is 
contesting Broxbourne, Hertfordshire, while 
Jeannie Trueman is standing in Hornchurch, 
Essex. According to the Third Way’s Internet 
website, 


Cheetham has worked in_ the 





Brent Cheetham 


insurance business and lives in Cuffley, 
Hertfordshire, where he edits a local free- 
sheet. He has stood before as a Third Way 
candidate and was formerly a member of the 
National Front. 

Trueman was also active in the NF and was 
a key player in the Third Way in Yorkshire for 
several years before moving to the south 
coast. Yorkshire Third Way collapsed when its 
two key organisers, David Owens and Arthur 
Bentley, defected and became involved with 
the British National Party. Trueman is 
apparently studying accountancy and is now 
national organiser of the Third Way. 

The Third Way was founded in 1990 as a 
split from the NF by Patrick Harrington, 
himself a former chairman of the NF. Nearly 
all the leading figures in the Third Way are 
former key activists in the NF. Apart from 
Harrington, Trueman and Cheetham, they 
include Graham Williamson and David Kerr. 

It is still a tiny organisation with only a 
handful of active members, most of whom are 
based in London and the south. It styles itself 
as the “Voice of the Radical Centre” and 
claims to support decentralisation, small 
businesses, cooperatives and environmental 
issues. These ideas are drawn from a number 
of diffuse ideological sources, such as the 
economic theories of social credit and 
distributism developed _ by interwar 
antisemites such as Major C H Douglas and 
G K Chesterton. 

The Third Way now produces the 
Liverpool Newsletter, which was previously 
run for decades by Anthony Cooney from his 


home in Liverpool. Liverpool Newsletter was 
ostensibly a magazine devoted to the ideas of 
social credit but gained an unsavoury 
reputation for its racist and antisemitic 
articles. The Third Way has also been 
involved in anti European Union campaigning 
with Harrington declaring recently that his 
supporters should vote for the Referendum 
Party in the election. 

The group has tried to establish links with 
separatist and regionalist organisations and 
has made great play out of its connection 
with Rabbi Meyer Schiller, an American 
extreme right-wing ultra-orthodox Jew. It 
has forged links with some small Muslim 
and black separatist organisations, as well 
as with extreme-right third positionists 
internationally. 

The Third Way may not demonstrate the 
overt biological racism of nazi groups like the 
BNP, but its policies on “national identity” and 
“cultural diversity” advocate a form of 
apartheid. It supports a racial separatism which 
is firmly opposed to a multicultural society and 
wants a “halt to further non-European 
immigration” and “strict limits on those 
granted asylum’. The Third Way recently held 
a conference in London, which tried to attract 
support from secessionist, regionalist and 
separatist organisations. The very small 
numbers attending were treated to 
speeches by Williamson, Harrington 
and others. 

It has also concentrated on 
building up its website on the 
Internet, which contains a number of 
drearily uninteresting articles from 
back issues of its imaginatively titled 
publication, Third Way. The website 
also contains information about 


Counter Culture, an __ initiative 
influenced by the new right’s 
theories of dominating cultural 


debate. As Counter Culture declares: 
“the fascists [came] to power 
because ... the ‘cultural landscape’ 
was favourable to the development of 
their political position. We can now 
take this concept further. The key 
element in the forthcoming struggle 
will be a battle for domination of key 
‘concept’ areas.” 

The  organisation’s _—_environ- 
mentalist agenda is demonstrated by 
its advertisement for a “virtual” 
shop, Mother Nature’s General Store, 
which sells a wide variety of mail 
order health food products. The 
Third Way obviously hopes that its 
“green” credentials will generate 
interest from people who are 
unaware of the organisation’s history 
and ideological roots. 

Harrington has also used the 
website to disseminate petulant 
attacks on Searchlight after the 


Uniformed Patrick Harrington (centre) playing 
the little drummer boy in times he would 
prefer to forget 


Charity Commission rejected his complaints 
against the Searchlight Educational Trust. 
Harrington has been joined in his attacks by 
Paul Cox, a_ self-styled “independent 
researcher” from Leeds. Cox is a former 
member of the BNP who, like his associate 
Larry O’Hara, claims that he is gathering 
information about anti-fascists and the far 
right for his “research”. Searchlight and Anti- 
Fascist Action have revealed in the past that 
Cox sold Holocaust denial material and 
attended BNP meetings. Cox has now written 
for Third Way on several occasions, including 
fawning reviews of O’Hara’s paranoid anti- 
Searchlight rants and other articles. 

It is very likely that the Third Way’s 
candidates will receive a derisory vote in the 
general election and its tiny membership will 
remain politically insignificant. However, 
leading activists such as Harrington, Kerr and 
Williamson have been involved in extreme- 
right politics for nearly 20 years and will 
continue to campaign against a multiracial 
society in Britain. The Third Way’s strategic 
“soft sell” on race issues and its incursions 
into the Internet and green politics could 
possibly gain some support. 


Next month Searchlight analyses further 
developments on the radical new right. 
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or the first time since the 

formation of the Front National, 

its party congress has been 
disrupted by a mass demonstration. 
More than 50,000 people demon- 
strated through the streets of 
Strasbourg, where the FN was staging 
the congress, on 29 March. The protest 
was the climax of ten days of anti-FN 
mobilisation in Alsace. 

Jean-Marie Le Pen had planned to present a 
picture of a party on the road to power, but 
looked more like a rat scurrying into a sewer 
behind a protective ring of thousands of FN 
thugs and helmeted CRS riot police. 

The party chose Strasbourg because Alsace 
regularly turns in the largest votes for the 
fascists. It is also Europe’s parliamentary 
capital and therefore a prestige political 
venue for a mass rally of the FN. 

The demonstration was massive, politically 
broad and internationalist. Buses and trains 
headed to Strasbourg from all over France. 
Dozens of trade union organisations and 
political parties responded to the appeal for 
the march. They were joined by anti-fascists 
from The Netherlands, Belgium, Britain and 
Germany, prompting Le Pen to fume “about 
scum from across the Rhine”. 

Hopefully, this great protest marks a 
sustained renewal of anti-fascist mobilisation. 
Since last summer, the scale of anti-racist 
protests has been growing. Actions in support 
of migrants “without papers” mobilised 
thousands last year. At the turn of the year, 


protests against Debré’s inhuman 
immigration restrictions brought 100,000 
people into the streets. Now, in a long 


overdue move, thousands have protested 
against the FN, first in Marseille, Annecy, 
Grenoble and now Strasbourg. Part of the 
French population is beginning to wake up to 
the real threat of the FN and wants to do 
something about it. 

Politicians too have sensed this shift in 
public mood and, perhaps fearful of the FN, 
are using stronger language. The formerly 
repressively racist Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua, who in 1988 declared that the 
conservative Gaullists and the FN “share the 
same values”, has recently stated that the 
FN’s leader “is closer to the fascists than 
anything else”. 

After the  anti-fascist demonstrators 
impolitely stole his headlines, Le Pen was in 
for another surprise. Bruno Mégret led the 
field in elections to the FN’s central 
committee, followed by his close lieutenant 
Jean Yves Le Gallou, with their bitter rival, 
Bruno Gollnisch, trailing a poor third with 
300 votes fewer than Mégret. Of the six new 
members of the central committee, five are 
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Anti-fascists from all over Europe filled the streets of Strasbourg, including large 
contingents from Britain and Germany 


allies of Mégret. The nationalist 
revolutionary, André-Yves Beck, until 
recently a member of Nouvelle Résistance, 
failed to get elected. 

Although the broadening of Mégret’s 
power base in the leadership was undoubtedly 
a setback for the increasingly discomfited, 
distrustful and envious Le Pen, the FN fiihrer 
is not short of means to retain his tight grip 
on the party. He can appoint 20 other central 
committee members directly as well as the 
members of the smaller party executive, the 
political bureau. 

Politically the FN used the congress to try 
to present itself as “a democratic and 
republican party” in order to forestall a 
possible, but unlikely, ban on _ the 
organisation. The FN wants an overhaul of 
the French republic and restrictions on the 
powers of the Supreme Court. These 
measures are envisaged as steps towards the 
installation of what the FN calls “national 
preference” at all levels of French society. 

Le Pen has also resumed his international 
activities with an attempt to establish his own 
international organisation, Euronat. He 


outlined plans to hold a European fascist 
congress after the French general election in 
1998. On 30 March, he played host to a dozen 
foreign delegations, including representatives 
of the Vlaams Blok in Belgium, the Italian 
MSI of Pino Rauti, the Greater Romania 
Party (led by Corneliu Vadim Tudor, a former 
member of the Securitate secret police) and 
the now almost defunct nazi Deutsche Liga 
fiir Volk und Heimat, whose leader Harald 
Neubauer was there. Two noted personalities 
were unable to attend. Franz Schonhuber sent 
a message of support and Vojislav Seselj, 
leader of the Radical Serbian Party (SRS), 
was refused an entry visa. 

Le Pen was faced with some 
embarrassment during the congress when 
three members of his party’s security 
organisation and a regional councillor who is 
also an FN central committee member fell 
foul of the law. They were caught pretending 
to be policemen and checking the identity 
papers of two anti-fascists. They were 
immediately arrested, convicted three days 
later and given a suspended jail sentence of 
one year and withdrawal of their civil rights. 


he Front National, like 
all political parties, 
props itself up by 
linking itself to historical 
symbols in order to lend its ideas credibility 
and continuity. As May Day, a big day in the 
FN calendar, approaches it is worth having a 
brief look at two of the FN’s cult figures. 


St Joan and the foreigners 


Joan of Arc is a permanent monument of 
French history, whose importance has been 
increasingly emphasised in the past hundred 
years. Her story is one of the most enduring 
of all French patriotic myths, but she only 
really achieved cult status at the end of the 
last century, when both the left and the 
monarchist and clerical right bestowed it 
upon her. 

As a result of pressure from France’s 
powerful Roman Catholic hierarchy, Joan of 
Arc finally acquired sainthood in 1920, the 
same year in which 8 May was established as 
“Joan of Arc Day — the day of patriotism”. 
The elevation of Joan of Arc reflects the 
struggles and competition there has always 
been between different political forces to find 
suitable symbols. 

For the monarchists of Action Frangaise, 
Joan of Arc represents the unity of the church 
and monarchy. For the nationalists, she 
provides the opportunity to denounce the 
“bad French”, such as the Jews, Freemasons, 
Protestants and foreigners. 

Even for the Communists, she has played a 
role as a symbol of national independence 
and popular struggle. As the then leader of 
the French Communist Party, Maurice 
Thorez, declared in 1949: “The patriotism of 
the meek and humble, the patriotism of Joan 
of Arc, a French peasant woman abandoned 
by her king and burnt by the English, runs 
through our history like a beam of light”. 

The way in which the Nazi collaborationist 
Pétain regime massively exploited Joan of 
Arc during the war led to the rejection of 
such symbolism during the postwar period 


The FN and its pet cults 


until the mid-1980s, when the FN set about 
her rehabilitation as a nationalist cult figure. 

But the FN was not unique in seeking to 
grab Joan of Arc as a cult figure. Its obsession 
was shared by other extreme-right outfits, 
from the monarchists of Action Frangaise to 
the outright nazis of the Parti Nationalist 
Frangais et Européen. 

What was important about the FN’s revival 
of the Joan of Arc cult was that it offered Le 
Pen a splendid opportunity for very simple 
but clear propaganda based on _ the 
glorification of youth, the idea of combat 
against the “foreigner”, and a concept of 
national liberation counterpoised to the 
official celebration of the Liberation from 
Nazi occupation, which takes place annually 
on the same day, 8 May. 

A new stage was reached in 1988, when the 
FN decided to hijack May Day. The FN now 
manages to mobilise around 10,000 people on 
its annual May Day marches, in aggressive 
processions that are never short of incidents, 
including, as occurred in 1995, murder. 

The exploitation of Joan of Arc seems to 
have outlived its usefulness now that the FN’s 
platform has shifted to what Le Pen terms 
“the necessary struggles of the workers and 
professions for social justice”. This move 
towards a more social policy means that the 
EN has had cynically to reduce the Joan of 
Arc cult to what it has really always been, a 
tool with which to wrest May Day from the 
left. Nevertheless, it is evident that the “anti- 
immigrant” aspect of France’s national figure 
will continue to be an important element of 
EN propaganda. 


Clovis and the Christians 

The Christian baptism of Clovis, which took 
place in the fifth century is one of the great 
founding myths that celebrate the union of 
God and France. 


Clovis, a petty Frankish 
warlord and a pagan, enlisted 
the aid of the Bishop of 
Rheims against the barbaric 
Germans. Having been given a divine 
promise of victory, he accepted conversion to 
Christianity for himself and his people. 

The baptism and conversion of Clovis 
made France “the eldest daughter of the 
Church”, supposedly assigning it a special 
historical role in the protection of the interests 
of Catholicism and justifying both the 
rewards and the punishments derived from 
fulfilment or non-fulfilment of the “contract 
between God and his Church”. 

The celebration of Clovis’s baptism last 
year sparked off a fierce conflict between the 
partisans of a secular French state and the 
right-wing parliamentary majority, which was 
anxious to make an unprecedented allocation 
of public funds to facilitate a Papal visit to 
France. 

Le Pen eagerly dived into the battle to paint 
Clovis as “the founder of the French nation’, 
opportunistically indifferent to the risks of a 
major rupture between secular France and its 
Christian roots. 

However, the effects of the FN’s 
manipulation of the Clovis cult were only 
small-scale compared to what would have 
happened if it had led to an all-out factional 
war between the FN’s Catholic fundamen- 
talists and neo-pagans, who have no time for 
the Clovis myth and place France’s origins 
rather earlier, in Celtic and Roman times. 
Clovis is thus ideologically more problematic 
than Joan of Arc for the FN. This explains the 
adoption of a more cautious approach than 
the one fostered by Le Pen last year. 

For its May Day march this year, the FN 
has played down Joan of Arc and has chosen 
to emphasise the party’s social character and 
its increasingly trumpeted policy of “national 
preference”, another name for apartheid. Will 
the trade unions seriously raise the stakes 
with an internationalist and anti-fascist 
response? 





Fini chickens out of mayoral elections 


Gianfranco Fini, leader of Italy’s fascist 
Alleanza Nazionale (AN), has announced that 
he will not stand as a candidate in the 
forthcoming mayoral elections. Fini claims 
that as a party leader he should not contest a 
mayoral seat, but the truth seems to be that he 
fears a major electoral reverse. 

Uppermost in his mind is the desperate 
need to avoid a repetition of the disastrous 
mayoral elections of November 1995, when 
the fascist bloc, led by Fini and the Forza 
Italia (FI) leader Silvio Berlusconi, lost 
heavily in its bid to take over 12 major cities. 
The fascists’ victory in two cities was hardly 
consolation for the fact Fini in Rome and the 
AN’s star, Alessandra Mussolini, in Naples 
were the two highest losers. 

Fini’s decision has only served to intensify 
the organisational and political problems of 
his revamped AN. Most immediate is the 
AN’s difficulty in finding suitable mayoral 
candidates, especially for Rome and Milan. 
Nobody appears to want to draw the short 
straw of ballot-box humiliation. 


Fini is now earnestly reaping the harvest of 
deep confusion that was first sown when the 
decision was taken to give the Mussolini-style 
MSI a respray and present it as the AN. 

His target then was the disorientated 
electorate of the collapsed Christian 
Democrats and one of his intentions was to 
scoop up as much support from their electoral 
base as possible. Fini’s plan failed, because, 
in the end, the FI garnered 18 to 19 per cent 
of the old Christian Democratic vote, the AN 
only 9 per cent while the rest was scattered 
through TItaly’s enlarged spectrum of 
conservative parties. 

Another intention was to create a mass 
movement out of Europe’s oldest and most 
enduring fascist structure. The product, 
according to Fini’s strategic notions, would 
be a party that united the right, a party with 
its own decisive hidden agenda of 
dismantling Italian democracy, led by Fini 
himself in the guise of a “born again” liberal. 

Unfortunately for Fini, his electoral base 
has simply not been able to keep up with the 


constant changes in political line and tactics. 
Voices are being raised for more direct 
political intervention — on the streets, where 
the AN’s basic membership feels much more 
at home. 

Similar problems have surfaced in the FI. 
Berlusconi, his ears sensitive to rumblings 
and grumblings in the ranks, has recently 
tried to delay the next FI congress because, he 
has suggested, it is useless to stage such an 
event when what FI supporters really want is 
another show of strength on the streets. 

In a bid to find a way out of their crises, 
Fini and Berlusconi have hit on the idea of 
organising, a Ja Le Pen in France, a mass 
counter-demonstration against the left’s 
traditional May Day demonstrations. The two 
even talked with customary exaggeration of 
bringing “millions” into the streets to defend 
“democratic rights being threatened by an 
economic and cultural dictatorship”. 

However, their suggestion met with little 
enthusiasm. The majority of leading extreme- 
rightists decided that the May Day plan was a 
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Former SS officers Major Karl Hass (left) and Captain Erich Priebke, now facing 




















trial in Italy for the mass murder of civilians in 1944 


provocation that could only further damage 
the already battered AN and FI. 

In fact the whole of the extreme-right is 
languishing in the doldrums. When the 
banned nazi bonehead Movimento Politico 
and Meridiano Zero recently tried to mobilise 
a display of solidarity for Erich Priebke, the 
SS murderer and war criminal, outside his 
place of custody in Frascati, all they could 


gather was a dozen young boneheads who 
scuttled away after police challenged them. 
Meanwhile, investigations by the Italian 
government into the background of the 
Priebke case are producing new and 
disturbing revelations. The archives of several 
ministries are now being systematically 
combed and recently discovered material 
found in the Treasury Ministry has proved 


SWEDEN 


Far right launches popular front 


Five small right-wing populist parties in 
south Sweden have joined forces to launch a 
new party. The move, which follows several 
months of secret negotiations, is aimed at 
building a Swedish “National Front” for the 
1998 general election. 

Populism has never made much headway in 
Sweden, although other Scandinavian 
countries have been plagued by a strong 
parliamentary ultra-right since the early 
1970s. This changed somewhat with the 
emergence of New Democracy (NyD) in 
1991. Almost overnight, the party of 
aristocrat Jan Wachtmeister and _ record 
producer Bert Karlsson — the Laurel and 
Hardy of Swedish politics — experienced a 
sudden surge in popularity. 

Opinion polls showed NyD taking up to 18 
per cent of the national vote in the months 
leading up to the 1991 election. In the event 
the party won only 7 per cent, still the largest 
ever vote for an ultra-right party in Sweden. 

The NyD was quickly torn apart by bitter 
factional warfare. Wachtmeister resigned as 
leader and was eventually replaced by 
Vivianne Franzén, who pushed an openly 
racist agenda and led the party into oblivion. 

Since then, the populist right has looked for 
a new platform. Negotiations got under way a 
year ago, mainly in Skane, Sweden’s 
southernmost county, where populists hold a 
number of seats in local assemblies. 

The new party, Valférbundet Skanes/ 
Skanes Val (VSL), literally the Electoral 
Association for the Wellbeing of Skane, 
consists of a faction of the divided Progress 
Party, the Skane Party, the Sjébo Party, the 
Wellbeing of the Commune and the Centre 
Democrats. Also participating in the talks 
were the fascist Sweden Democrat party and 
the local remnants of NyD, but neither 
appears in the new formation. 

@ The Progress Party was originally formed 
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in the 1960s and has gone through a number 
of splits. In 1986 a majority faction joined 
forces with the nazi anti-immigrant 
campaign, Keep Sweden Swedish (BSS), to 
form the Sweden Party. A year later the BSS 
faction had hijacked the party, transforming it 
into today’s openly racist Sweden Democrats. 
The party has a few seats in local assemblies. 
@ The Centre Democrat Party, led by Harry 
Franzén, has promoted a programme of 
racism and anti-immigrant sentiments for 
years. Franzén recently gained national status 
when he won a case in the EU court against 
the Swedish government over alcohol sales. 
Franzén defied Swedish law by selling 
alcohol in his food shop, which led to his 
arrest, trial and free international publicity. 
His party has a few seats in local assemblies. 
@ The Skane Party (SkP), led by Carl P 
Herslow, was launched as a popular radio 
show broadcasting in Skane. It holds three 
seats in the important Malm6 assembly. 

@ The openly racist Wellbeing of the 
Commune (KV), in Kavlinge, is led by a 
former left-wing activist, Kenneth Sandberg. 
In local elections in 1994, it won 20 per cent 
of the vote in several small towns, and has 
well over 20 seats in local assemblies. 

@ The Sjébo Party (SjP), formed by Sven 
Olle Olsson, put anti-immigration sentiments 
on the national map in the late 1980s. The 
SjP, then part of the mainstream Centre Party, 
refused to accept refugees in Sjébo and 
pushed the issue to a district referendum. The 
SjP’s nakedly racist politics won popular 
acceptance and it became the largest party in 
the Sjébo district. The aging Olsson is now 
semi-retired from politics, but keeps his hand 
in at running the party. He has been replaced 
as leader by Per-Ingvar Magnusson, who has 
also been elected chairman of the VSL. 


From our Swedish correspondent 


particularly illuminating. 

One document indicates that SS Major Karl 
Hass, jointly accused in the Priebke trial for 
the murder of 335 civilians in March 1944, 
received a monthly Italian state pension from 
1956 to 1966. Hass had reportedly been dead 
since 1945, but the fact that he was alive and 
well was well known to the US Central 
Intelligence Agency and the Italian secret 
services, both of which were anxious to use 
his dubious expertise for their clandestine 
Gladio counter-subversion structures. 
Another document, from the secret Gladio 
archives, even names the CIA contact, Carlo 
Digilio, who recruited Hass into the highly 
illegal Gladio organisation. 

With new and damning evidence of this 
kind, it is not surprising that prosecution 
investigators are burning the midnight oil in 
ministerial archives to uncover material to 
present at the trial. Public prosecutor Antonio 
Intellisani is hoping, in particular, to shed 
light on the mystery of the still missing 30 
tons of stolen Nazi gold spirited out of Rome 
by Priebke, Hass and others in autumn 1944. 


From our Italian correspondent 


GERMANY 


JN calls May Day 
march 


Boosted by the success of its 6,000-strong 
pro-Wehrmacht mass mobilisation in Munich 
on 1 March, the nazi Junge National- 
demokraten (JN) has announced its intention 
to stage a May Day demonstration in the east 
German city of Leipzig. 

Backed by its parent organisation, the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD), the JN will march under the slogan 
“Work for Germans” in a bid to exploit the 
appalling levels of unemployment in eastern 
Germany. The nazis have already conducted 
mass leafleting of dole queues in the Leipzig 
area to advertise the march which, at the time 
Searchlight went to press, had not yet 
received permission to go ahead and is likely 
to be banned. 

Behind the move to demonstrate in Leipzig 
lies Steffen Hupka, a key officer of the 
banned Nationalistische Front and editor of 
the nazi journal Umbruch. Hupka has become 
a major exponent of the strategy of using the 
JN and NPD to gather together nazis who 
formerly belonged to the 11 fascist groups 
and organisations outlawed since 1992. 

He and his JN allies, including JN chief 
Holger Apfel, have placed considerable 
emphasis on quiet recruitment in Saxony. The 
JN held its annual conference there last May 
and Leipzig and nearby Wurzen have become 
JN and NPD strongholds. Two full bus loads 
of nazis travelled to the Munich 
demonstration from Leipzig and another two 
from Wurzen. 

Anti-fascists and trade unionists in Leipzig 
have declared that if the nazis are allowed to 
march they will organise a massive broad- 
based counter-demonstration. If the march is 
banned, it is more than likely that the nazis 
will decamp to Berlin and try to repeat the 
success of their unopposed parade through 
the suburb of Marzahn on 1 May last year. 


Minister says sorry for soldiers’ racist attack 


German defence minister Volker Riihe has 
publicly apologised for a vicious racist attack 
carried out by as many as 15 members of the 
German army, the Bundeswehr, in Detmold. 

Rtihe promised tough disciplinary action 
but rejected any Bundeswehr responsibility 
for the incident on the grounds that the 
attackers had only been in the army for two 
months. 

The attack took place in Detmold’s central 
pedestrian precinct on the evening of 17 
March. The soldiers, who were wearing 
camouflage uniform, were masked and armed 
with baseball bats, knives and folding spades. 

Their victims were two 17-year-old Turkish 
men and a 16-year-old Italian man. The 
Turkish youths were beaten with the baseball 
bats and injured, while the Italian was 
threatened with a knife. All needed hospital 
treatment. 

Nine conscripts were subsequently arrested, 
seven of whom come from eastern Germany. 
They belonged to the 3rd Tank 
Reconnaissance Division, based at the Field 
Marshal Rommel barracks — named after the 
Nazi general Erwin Rommel — in Augustdorf, 
12 miles from Detmold. 

Before they ran amok, the soldiers had 
been drinking heavily and parading around 
the town centre bawling racist slogans, such 
as “Foreigners out of Germany”. They had 
even asked local people where they could find 
foreigners “so we can hunt them”. 


The nine were part of a 
battalion preparing to serve in 
Bosnia. They will be discharged 
from the army and face both 
military disciplinary procedures 
and criminal charges. 

Police raids on the homes of 
six of the soldiers who are still in 
custody uncovered fascist flags 
and propaganda material from the 
Deutsche Volksunion and _ the 
banned nazi Nationalistische 
Front. 

The deputy commander of the 
Rommel barracks, Major Uwe 
Hindsches, expressed his concern 
at the attack and its racist motives 
and said that the incident “did not 
mirror the atmosphere in the garrison”. Other 
spokesmen for the Defence Ministry and 
Bundeswehr made similar “there is no 
problem” comments about the armed forces 
as a whole. 

However, this view was not unanimous. A 
recently retired lieutenant-colonel, Helmuth 
Priess, commented that Riihe’s condemnation 
of the racist attack had been “‘superficial and 
insensitive”, because it had dwelt more on the 
Bundeswehr’s international reputation than 
on concern for the victims. 

Priess described the 50 odd incidents with a 
right-wing extremist background and 
involving armed forces personnel as “the tip 





Not for the first time are German troops serving 
in the former Yugoslavia 


of the iceberg”. He also pointed out that it is 
“relatively easy for people with right-wing 
extremist attitudes to reach high rank”. 

A 58-page report issued by the Federal 
Commissioner for the Army, Claire 
Marienfeld, only days before the Detmold 
assaults, devoted only 34 lines to right-wing 
extremist and racist attitudes in the armed 
forces. But the claim that these phenomena 
hardly exist contrasts strangely with the fact 
that the 34 lines reveal that 44 cases of 
suspected right-wing extremist activity were 
investigated last year. These cases involved 
56 military personnel, including 11 non- 
commissioned officers and a captain. 


Nazi gets life term for triple murder and rape 


Thomas Lemke, the German nazi terrorist and 
serial killer, has been jailed for life for triple 
murder and rape by a court in Essen. His 
girlfriend, Bianca Weidemann, 26, was jailed 
for six years for murder and complicity in the 
killings. A nazi comrade, Marcel Miithing, 
received five years for complicity and rape. 

Police hauled Lemke, 28, and Weidemann 
out of bed in a dawn raid in March 1996. 
Both were subsequently charged in 
connection with the murders of: 

@ Martin Kemming, 26, a former nazi, whom 
the nazis described as “a traitor and police 
spy”. Kemming was coldbloodedly shot on 
15 March 1996. 

_ @His former girlfriend Dagmar Kohlmann, 
26, from Dortmund, who was beaten to death 
in July 1995 with a spade, after being bound 
and gagged. Lemke thought she had betrayed 
him to the police. 

@Patricia Wright, a 23-year-old Londoner 
who lived in Hagen and who was killed on 3 
February last year because she had a “Nazis 
out” patch on her jacket. Lemke visited her 
home, raped her, then smashed the back of 
her head with a plaster ornament, before 
stabbing her 91 times in the back, while 
Miithing watched. 

When Rudolf Esders, the judge in the 
eight-day trial, announced the life sentence, 
Lemke shouted out: “So the Jews have got 
what they wanted”. His remark was 
applauded by a gaggle of sympathisers, 
including two nazi boneheads and a skinhead 
girl. These three were promptly sentenced 
to three days in jail for contempt of court 





Thomas Lemke 


and wilful disruption of legal proceedings. 

The judge described Lemke as “sick”, 
“motivated by hatred” and “incapable of 
human sympathy”. However, the prosecution 
played down his political background, 
claiming that the killings had been committed 
from sexual and personal motives rather than 
political ones, despite the fact that, after 
killing Wright, Lemke boasted to Miithing 
that “Leftists have no right to live”. 


The frequently convicted Lemke’s 
ten-year political odyssey as variously a 
member, officer and “enforcer” for the 
banned Wiking Jugend, the outlawed 
Nationalistische Front, the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutsch- 
lands, the Deutsche Volksunion, the 
Freiheitliche Arbeiterpartei Deutsch- 
lands and the NSDAP-AO was largely 
ignored in the trial, as was his own 
bizarre claim that he committed murder 
“in the name of Odin”. Lemke’s hate- 
filled outlook was presented merely as 
an attempt to “fill a vacuum in his life”. 

Yet Lemke was an important figure 
in the nazi movement. He served as a 
fascist mercenary in Croatia and had 
been involved with the nazi prisoners’ 
aid organisation, the HNG, writing 
letters signed “Nordland awake!” and 
asserting “I am and shall remain a 
national socialist”. 

He has also been a recipient of the 
HNG’s support, having served two 
prison terms for threats, arson, actual 
bodily harm and possession of illegal 
weapons. He was named “prisoner of the 
month” in the HNG’s monthly news bulletin 
in June 1992 and HNG members were later 
urged to “follow the example set by Kamerad 
Thomas Lemke.” 

One of his important international nazi 
contacts was Giinter Reinthaler, the right- 
hand man of Gottfried Kiissel, leader of the 
Austrian nazi terrorist VAPO, who was jailed 
Continued on next page, column 3 
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Police foil nazi plot to murder Norwegian PM 


Norwegian security police have arrested four 
nazis and are seeking a fifth after a long-term 
secret surveillance operation uncovered what 
appears to have been a plot to murder Prime 
Minister Torbjgrn Jagland and other leading 
figures, including senior police officers. 

The arrests followed an armed police raid 
on a small nazi forest camp and a flat in 
Hemnes in Akershus county, southern 
Norway, on the night of 9 April. There they 
arrested Tommy Ormseth, Glenn Lunder, 
Terje Halvorsen and Tom Kimmo Eiternes. 

Eirik Ragnar Solheim escaped arrest and 
the police claim they are looking for him, 
albeit not too efficiently. While on the run he 
managed to give an interview to the media, in 
which the very naive journalists allowed him 
to pontificate about his nazi ideas and “the 
enemy”, ZOG, the so-called Zionist 
Occupation Government. 

Solheim, known to his less admiring nazi 
friends as “the test tube nazi”, because of his 
small stature, is the notorious leader of the 
Oslo-based Viking group. He was convicted 
for a firearms offence last year but then 
adopted a very low profile, for reasons that 
are now Clear. 

Eiternes is another convicted criminal. A 
member of the violent nazi Einsatz group on 
the west coast, he was jailed for an armed 
attack on a weapons dealer in Stavanger in 
October 1995. He had been allowed parole 
and disappeared after failing to return to 
prison on 25 March this year. He had 
previously been transferred from Ila Prison 
after the prison authorities discovered that he 
and the satanist church-burner and convicted 
killer Varg Vikernes (alias Count Grishnak) 
were building up a following in the jail. 

Vikernes, who is serving a 21-year 
sentence, now claims he is no longer a 
satanist and prefers to be described as a nazi 
because: “It was the Jews who killed my 
father Odin”. 

During the raid on 9 April police found 
dynamite, camouflage uniforms, bullet-proof 
vests, sleeping bags and knives at the camp, 
together with detailed maps of military 
weapons depots. Police believe that the nazis 
were planning to rob these installations. Also 
found was a hit-list which, although it has not 
yet been made public, is known to have 
included the names of the Norwegian Prime 
Minister, Cabinet members, bishops, police 
officers and political opponents. 

Another item in the police haul of evidence 
was more than £10,000 in cash, donated to 
the group by Lena Bore, 49, apparently for 
the purpose of buying weapons and 
equipment. Mrs Bore is Vikernes’s mother. 
She was arrested later at her home in Bergen 
and is now in custody. As fanatical as her son, 
she was the outside contact for Vikernes’s 
company which sold his rock music records 
after he was jailed. 

The police have now extended their 
investigation to include Vikernes’s activities 
and contacts and are searching for what they 
believe is a big nazi weapons dump. 
Prosecutors do not rule out further arrests and 
will request a four-week extension of custody 
for those already held. 

The nazis’ lawyers, 


who include the 
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Tom Eiternes: already on the run, his 
arrest followed armed police raid 


infamous apartheid fan Erik Gjems-Onstad, 
have tried to ridicule the police, claiming that 
the nazis were only “playing soldiers” out in 
the woods. However, these latest events mark 
a new quality in the lawless activities of the 
Norwegian nazis and there are indications 
that the plotters were in close contact with 
Swedish nazis. 


Notice to quit 


After a series of militant and successful anti- 
fascist protests, Norway’s nazis have finally 
been kicked out of their latest bolt-hole in 
Oslo. The nazis had rented the so-called “club 
house” in Alnabru, an industrial area of the 
city, by telling its owner that they wanted to 
use the premises to repair antiques. 

When he was told who his tenants really 
were he served them notice to quit. He 
eventually got a court order on 13 March and 
threw the nazis out. 

Never to be discouraged, Jack Erik Kjuus, 
the criminally convicted leader of the fascist 
electoral front Hvit Valgallianse (White. 
Electoral Alliance), had the cheek to ask the 
owner how much it would cost to buy the 
property, but the asking price of £800,000 
was far more than he could pay. 

Kjuus’s links with the hard-core nazi scene 
grow ever closer. Although he has appealed in 
the supreme court against his conviction for 
distributing vile racist propaganda, he has 
also been busy with what he likes best: 
getting publicity by fighting elections. 

Norway is in the run-up to a general 
election to be held in September and Kjuus 
has already revealed Hvit Valgallianse’s 
candidates’ list in one southern county. Not 
surprisingly, the list reads like a “Who’s 
Who” of present day Norwegian fascism. 
Number one on the list is none other than Ole 
Krogstad, a still young veteran of many a 
violent nazi escapade. Krogstad is leader of 
the nazi Boot Boys gang and lead screamer in 
the nazi rock band Vidkuns Venner (Vidkun’s 
Friends), named after the wartime nazi stooge 
Vidkun Quisling. 

Krogstad, whose lack of brain power is 
legendary even among his nazi pals, told the 


press he was somewhat “surprised” to head 
Kjuus’s candidates’ list, but promised that he 
would read the Hvit Valgallianse programme. 

Other celebrities from the nazi chamber of 
horrors to be found on the list are the former 
Norsk Front leader Jan @degaard and 
representatives of the younger generation of 
hard-core nazis such as Pal Eriksen and Fred 
Ove Olsen. Strangely, Kjuus has even 
exhumed the former Norsk Front propaganda 
chief Bastian Heide, who has not lifted his 
head above the parapet for a long time. 

The campaign by Hvit Valgallianse and the 
mass distribution of its racist propaganda will 
serve only to stoke tensions in a region 
plagued by nazi violence. Norwegian anti- 
fascists have monitored a series of nazi- 
provoked violent incidents in recent weeks. 

Violent clashes between nazis and anti- 
fascists took place in Tgnsberg and H¢gnefoss. 
In coastal Haugesund a gang of nazis went on 
the rampage, first trying to attack an anti- 
fascist meeting and then going on to invade a 
meeting of the Norway-Israel organisation, 
where police brought their activities to a halt. 
In Kristiansand a nazi provocation led to 40 
arrests as anti-fascists took action to stop a 
party being held by nazis. 

In another incident in Jessheim, police 
arrested 13 nazis, armed with sticks and 
chains and bawling “‘sieg heil”. Reportedly 
among the mob of nazi yobs was Norway’s 
would-be fiihrer Michael Knutsen. 

Knutsen, a peddler of almost every 
conceivable form of hate material, is clearly 
feeling rather nervous these days now that 
nazi rock music has started to come under 
police scrutiny. He has stopped advertising 
nazi rock in his magazine, Fritt Forum, and 
says that there will be two different mail- 
order companies in future, one for 
“nationalistic music” and the other for more 
“radical white power”. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 
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for 11 years for attempting to reestablish the 
Nazi Party. Reinthaler was jailed in Austria 
on similar charges as well as for involvement 
in firebomb attacks. 

The most unnerving aspect of the Lemke 
case is his still unclarified role in the so-called 
Anti-Antifa terror network. That he probably 
killed Kemming on the orders of other nazis 
signifies his importance as a nazi “enforcer”. 

The police, who had long been aware of 
Lemke, apparently thought that he was more 
a fantasist than anything else. His open 
boasting about “a forest full of corpses” and 
his conviction for three unspeakably brutal 
murders proves otherwise. 

When arrested, he was found in possession 
of several death lists including the names of 
anti-fascists and nazis suspected of being 
police informers. He confessed to a further 
two murders: a black person whom he claims 
to have shot in Duisburg in autumn 1995 and 
whose body he threw into the river Rhine, and 
another unnamed victim. Whether these 
killings are still being investigated is not 
known. 


New MP fosters Australian racism 


t the beginning of December 

last year, 25,000 to 30,000 

people marched through 
Melbourne, Australia’s second largest 
city, to protest against the rising tide of 
racism in Australian politics. Only the 
most naive observer would argue that 
racism is a new phenomenon in 
Australian public life, but over the 
past few months, anti-Asian and anti- 
Aboriginal sentiments have received 
widespread coverage, thanks in large 
part to the efforts of a newly elected 
Member of the Federal Parliament, 
Pauline Hanson, but thanks also to the 
Australian Prime Minister’s 
unwillingness unequivocally to 
condemn her racist views. 


Hanson, a fish and chip shop owner from 
Brisbane, won the conservative 
Liberal Party’s nomination for the 
safe Labor seat of Oxley in the March 
1996 federal election. During the 
election, however, it was discovered 
that she had written anti-Aboriginal 
letters to a local newspaper, and in the 
ensuing uproar the Liberal Party 
disendorsed her as its candidate. 
Despite this rebuff (or possibly 
because of it), Hanson went on to 
record the highest anti-Labor swing in 
the country on election night (22.86 
per cent), and won the seat as an 
independent. The win only firmed her 
prejudices: the day after the poll she 
announced that as the new member 
she would be representing all 
Australians “except Aboriginals and 
Torres Strait Islanders”. 

Her maiden speech to Parliament 
triggered off further controversy when 
she claimed to a half empty House 
(the Labor Party members had left, 
leaving her to speak to a handful of 
independents and conservatives) that 
Australia was being “swamped” by 
Asians, and that pro-migrant 
multicultural policies were costing 
Australian taxpayers millions of 
dollars and had to be abolished. 
Opinion polls published in the 
following few days suggested that 90 
per cent of Australians agreed with 
her, although these figures have 
fluctuated down to 45 per cent. Her 
appearance soon afterwards on a 
popular daytime television chat show 
saw her showered with praise from the 
audience. Typically, the media latched on to 
Hanson as issue of the week (if not the year) 
and pundits were consulted to determine how 
much influence she was likely to have 
politically. 

Hanson’s speech itself, while bitterly racist 
and in many places sadly confused (she 
claimed that the population of Indonesia was 
300 times the actual figure), did not create as 
much controversy as the Prime Minister’s 
response. When asked to condemn Hanson’s 
outburst, Liberal Party leader John Howard, 


Wi. 


who was elected Prime Minister in March 
after 13 years of Labor rule, said: “I would 
say in a country such as Australia, people 
should be allowed to say that ... she had a 
right to say what she thought”. 

Such sentiments, combined with Howard’s 
statement to a Queensland Liberal Party 
function that since his election a “pall of 
political correctness” had been lifted and 
people now had the right to express their 
views without expecting the PC lash, 
prompted many Australians to ask whether 
Howard himself endorsed Hanson’s racist 
views. 

Howard himself was at the centre of a racist 
controversy in 1988 when he criticised the 
pace of Asian immigration to Australia. His 
comments were capitalised on by _ the 


governing Labor Party of Bob Hawke, and 
the Liberal Party, which under former Prime 


Minister Malcolm Fraser had played a major 
role in opposing apartheid and supporting the 
entry of Vietnamese refugees into Australia, 
was now seen as xenophobic and small- 
minded under Howard. Soon after his 
comments, the Liberals lost a state election in 
Victoria, a loss blamed in part on the racism 
controversy. The next year Howard lost the 
party leadership to long-time rival Andrew 
Peacock, who pointedly announced at his 
victorious press conference that the party 
would be supporting a bipartisan non-racial 
immigration policy. 
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Pauline Hanson as featured on the front cover of 
John Tyndall's Spearhead in December 1996 


Howard regained the party leadership early 
in 1995 and set about rebuilding bridges with 
migrant communities, particularly Asian 
groups. There was still a great deal of unease 
in many Asian ethnic communities, 
particularly among more recently arrived 
groups, such as Southeast Asians, but 
Howard’s insistence that his earlier utterances 
were wrong went some way to improving his 
credentials among Asian-Australians. The 
Hanson affair, and Howard’s response to it, 
has managed to wipe out most of the 
goodwill he built up since his re-election to 
the party leadership. 

Meanwhile, Australia is now obsessed with 
a so-called “race debate” that is bogged down 
on two non-issues: firstly, does Hanson have 
the right to say what she is saying, and 
secondly, what is this doing to our balance of 
payments figures. 

Much of the blame for the first 
matter is due to the Prime Minister. 
Instead of immediately dismissing 


Hanson’s nightmare vision as 
ignorant and false (as he most 
certainly would have had _ she 


attracted similar popular support for 
an attack on the government’s 
privatisation pro-gramme), he lamely 
said that she had the right to express 
her views (not that anyone had ever 
suggested otherwise) and that he 
could understand why a lot of 
Australians agreed with her. As for 
the second matter, concerns about the 
supposed effects of Hanson’s race- 
baiting on Asian investment appear to 
have eclipsed concerns about the very 
real effects (already witnessed) of 
Hanson’s. race-baiting on Asian- 
Australian schoolchildren in the 
playground — not helped by a recent 
survey that showed at least a third of 
Australian teachers thought that the 
pace of non-European immigration 
into Australia was too high. The 
obsession with financial effects 
prompted Melbourne’s Jewish 
community leader Mark Leibler to 
ask whether the government would be 
so concerned if Ms Hanson’s remarks 
did not affect the economy. 

Some critics of Hanson have taken 
comfort in the rumblings from 
business leaders about Hanson’s anti- 
Asian sentiments. While it is 
undoubtedly preferable that they seek 
to point out the importance of Asia to 
Australia as we enter the new century, as 
opposed to taking refuge in White Australia 
nostrums, such productivity-based morality 
offers little comfort to Hanson’s other target, 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities. 

Australia likes to pass itself off as one of 
the world’s most successful multicultural 
societies. It has to be admitted that Australia’s 
postwar migrant programme has been a 
remarkable success with very little 
xenophobic tension of the sort that has 
blighted Britain and Europe. Where Australia 
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John Howard, Australia’s new Liberal 
Prime Minister: failed to condemn 
Hanson’s racist outburst 


has dismally failed has been in its treatment 
of its own indigenous people. Their life 
expectancy is as much as 19 years less than 
that of other Australians; their infant 
mortality is four times higher; many 
Aboriginal communities still do not have 
basic sewerage, electricity or water supplies. 
Aboriginal deaths in custody are continuing 
despite a government inquiry. 

The Keating Labor government attempted 
to build policies of reconciliation with 
indigenous Australians. Legislation was 
passed (despite opposition by the Liberal 
Party and its rural-based coalition partners, 
the National Party) to recognise Aboriginal 
land rights, to destroy the great lie that before 
European settlement in 1788 Australia was 
terra nullius, there for the taking. An inquiry 
was established to look into the tragic forced 
removal of Aboriginal children from their 
parents, a policy that had been in practice for 
decades, based solely on the assumption that 
Aborigines could never be as fit parents as 
Europeans. 

The Howard government, sensing a new 
mood in Australia, has moved to wind back 
many of the Keating government’s initiatives 
in Aboriginal reconciliation. Howard has 
condemned what he calls “the black armband 
view of history”, i.e. the view that white 
Australia still has great debts to repay this 
country’s original inhabitants. Instead, he 
says, we should be looking forward. What’s 
past is past. But as his Aboriginal critics have 
pointed out, a reconciliation based on 
ignoring the past is no reconciliation at all. 

Australia, like most industrialised Western 
democracies, is travelling through difficult 
and uncharted waters. Throughout the 
eighties and nineties, the Labor governments 
of Bob Hawke and Paul Keating embraced 
economic rationalism like born-again 
conservatives. While in social policy the 
Australian Labor Party always had much to 
recommend it over the morally correct Tories 
of the Liberal and National parties, in 
economic policy there was not much to tell 
the two sides apart. Financial restructuring, 
privatisation, mass job losses and large-scale 
cutbacks to government programmes, all 
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directed by Labor, took the heart 
out of many working-class communities. 

Despite the millennarian dreams of the left, 
in one instance only did traditional Labor 
voters turn to the left: in every other instance 
they either stayed with the ALP or, as in the 
1996 election, swung sharply to the right, in 
many cases identifying Labor’s harsh 
economic prescriptions with the liberal social 
policies that the ALP perhaps thought 
sweetened the bitter pill. In many electorates, 
the ALP dominated the middle-class vote; as 
for the workers (unionised and not), the 
Liberals took the honours. 

Where is Australia’s far right in all of this? 
Oddly enough it is bitterly splintered. The far 
right has rallied around two issues since the 
election of the Howard government: 
immigration and gun _ control. The 
immigration issue was largely created by 
Hanson — during the federal election, the 
Australians Against Further Immigration 
(AAFI) Senate tickets picked up a 
disappointing (for them) 1.26 per cent of the 
vote nationally. Gun control became an issue 
in June 1996, following the massacre of 35 
people in Port Arthur, Tasmania. The gun 
lobby is powerful in Australia: in New South 
Wales a Shooters’ Party MP sits in the 
proportionally elected upper house, hundreds 
of thousands of gun owners have marched 
through capital cities in recent years as a 
warning to politicians who would dare 
remove their shooting rights. Only a small 
percentage of gun owners and _ lobbyists 
subscribe to the sad conspiracy theories of the 
far right, but that has not stopped the far right 
from attempting to take advantage of gun 
owners’ widespread opposition to the federal 
government’s ban on _ semi-automatic 
weapons. 

Since Hanson, of course, immigration is 
back on the agenda, and the pro-gun lobby 
has at times attempted to link into it to build a 
grand coalition. The major bidders for the 
racist right vote are: Hanson; the “Pauline 
Hanson Support Group”, led by anti-Japanese 
investment campaigner Bruce Whiteside of 
Queensland; the Australia First Party, led by 
the former Labor (and now independent) MP 
Graeme Campbell; the League of Rights; the 
pro-gun Australian Reform Party, led by 
Sporting Shooters Association president Ted 
Drane of Victoria; and AAFI. 

There is also a range of minor groupings 
such as National Action, the LaRouchite 
Citizens’ Electoral Council and individuals 
based around gun magazines such as Lock, 
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Stock & Barrel and racist newspapers such as 
The Strategy. As yet, none of these appear to 
have built any serious profile. National 
Action, for example, is at present locked in a 
bitter internal fight centred around alleged 
drug pushing and money laundering by a 
senior member. 

Campbell, the Independent MP for the 
West Australian outback seat of Kalgoorlie, is 
Hanson’s obvious political ally in the federal 
Parliament, yet relations between the two 
have been frosty. Campbell, who was 
expelled from the Labor Party at the end of 
1995 for addressing an AAFI election launch, 
told one magazine last October that Hanson 
was playing into the hands of her critics by 
“reacting anecdotally” on issues such as 
immigration and multiculturalism. “There are 
people out there who would much prefer the 
[immigration] debate to be centred around 
Pauline instead of me and AAFI, because we 
know the facts.” 


The Howard government, 
sensing a new mood in 
Australia, has moved to wind 
back many of the Keating 
government’s initiatives in 
Aboriginal reconciliation 


Recently, however, she shared a platform 
with Campbell at an Australia First rally. 
Australia First has become a home for League 
of Rights members hoping to break into the 
political big-time. It is no coincidence that the 
last political organisation that went under the 
name Australia First was a pro-Nazi, pro- 
Japanese outfit in the 1940s, whose leading 
members were interned during the war. 

Hanson has no organisational structure to 
exploit the support she purportedly enjoys. 
Her most vocal booster is Bruce Whiteside, 
head of the Gold Coast-based Pauline Hanson 
Support Group, and former anti-Japanese 
investment campaigner and election candidate 
for the League of Rights-linked Confederate 
Action Party. Yet Whiteside has recently been 
complaining that the mercurial Hanson is 
uncontactable, telling supporters that he has 
“no idea” who is advising Hanson “but it’s 
not me”. 

Jeffrey Babb, a former staff member of the 
Melbourne-based Institute of Public Affairs, 
who was sacked by Hanson after just 22 days 
in the job, described his former boss as “a 
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SO YOU THOUGHT IT COULDN’T 
HAPPEN IN PAYNESVILLE! 


Until recently, the “multicultural” problems and crime generated 
by immigration were city problems only. Now, sadly, we know otherwise. 





rank amateur who can’t cope with the 
considerable pressures of political life”. Babb 
told the Herald Sun columnist Paul Gray that 
League of Rights members and Australian 
supporters of the convicted US felon and 
fascist Lyndon LaRouche had attempted to 
join her staff. 

The League, which last year celebrated 50 
years of being Australia’s pre-eminent racist 


and antisemitic sect, _ enthusiastically 
welcomed Hanson’s anti-immigration 
comments, dubbing her “The Hanson 


Bombshell” in the September 1996 issue of 
its monthly newsletter Intelligence Survey, 
and called on League supporters to distribute 
copies of Hanson’s maiden speech. “If 
Pauline Hanson could make common cause 
with others like Campbell and Bob Katter, in 
the service of a genuine form of nationalism, 
Australia may yet be recovered,’ wrote 
League national director David Thompson. 

Campbell’s involvement with veteran far- 
right activists such as Eric Butler and Chas 
Pinwell led to the severing of ties between 
Campbell and gun lobbyist Ted Drane. Drane 
unsuccessfully sought Hanson’s support for 
his Australian Reform Party and asked her to 
endorse ARP candidates in the next federal 
election and the Victorian by-election of 
Gippsland West (in which the ARP candidate 
polled 15 per cent of the vote and helped elect 
a left-leaning independent in what was once 
Victoria’s safest conservative seat). 

Drane himself is a rather confused and 
confusing figure. After sharing platforms 
with Campbell following the Port Arthur 
massacre, the two announced the formation of 
the Australia First Reform Party, a merger of 
Campbell’s Australia First Party and Drane’s 
ARP. Campbell told The Australian in June 
that the new party’s core issues would include 
“greater government support for 
manufacturing industries, a reduction in the 
immigration intake, more relaxed gun laws 
and support for citizens’ initiated referenda”. 

Yet just over a month later, Ted Drane told 
the National Press Club in Canberra that the 
deal was off, and claimed that the League of 
Rights and AAFI had tried to hijack the new 
party. “Graeme Campbell has around him a 
group of people who are, I think, in some 
ways racist, I think in some ways are so far 
right to be off the planet. 

“Campbell talks to [League leader Eric] 
Butler on a_ daily basis,’ he _ told 
. Australia/Israel Review. “I thought that I 
could work with Campbell, even though I 
didn’t agree with him on some areas like 
immigration. But when I look at this League, 
they work like a secret society. I’ve no 
interest in giving them any legitimacy at all. 
If he (Campbell) thinks I’m a bastard, then 
bad luck. There was a clear attempt by the 
League to take us over. They very nearly had 
a handle on what we were doing.” 

Drane also said he had a very good 
personal reason for drawing the line against 
the white supremacists of the League. His 
daughter’s husband is Ethiopian. “And she 
said to me, ‘You better dump them or I'll give 
you a smack in the face’.” Which is all well 
and good, yet by the end of 1996 Drane was 
writing features in the Sunday Age calling for 


immigration restrictions and criticising 
multiculturalism. 
Whatever Drane’s motivations, his 


criticisms of Campbell have earned him the 
lifelong enmity of the rabid right. National 
Action, in its November 1996 newsletter, 
claimed that Drane’s condemnation of 
Campbell and the extreme right “broke up the 
[anti-immigration] movement. It exposed 
divisions for all to see and created quite a few 
more. Since then, the unity of conservative 
and populist forces has been a losing battle. 
Ted Drane should be shunned by all 
Australian patriots forever.” 

The other major player, AAFI, is very close 
to Campbell and the League. While its 
general election showing has been poor, in 
numerous by-elections in the past decade it 
has polled a substantial vote — generally 
ranging from 7 to 9 per cent, and twice 
topping 13 per cent. An AAFI spokesman and 
perennial candidate, Dennis McCormack, told 
The Australian last June that he would 
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propose to the AAFI membership that they 
join Campbell’s party because it was clear 
that voters wanted a party offering “a broader 
patriotic package” than just anti-immigration. 
Despite this, AAFI has not joined Campbell’s 
Australia First, with many of its members 
seeing Hanson as a better figurehead. 

In Canberra it is said that senior Liberal 
Party figures have welcomed the prospect of 
a Hanson-controlled Senate, as they believe 
this would be easier to deal with than a 
Senate controlled by democrats, greens and 
rogue independents. Such cute tricks often 
come at a price, as the French Socialists 
under Mitterrand discovered when they 
introduced proportional representation to 
increase the Front National vote at the 
expense of the Gaullists. 


From our Australian correspondent 


Haider goes for the Christian vote 


The Austrian Freedom Movement, led by that 
admirer of the SS, Jorg Haider, has jettisoned 
its traditional German nationalist anti- 
clericalism and cast out its net out to 
Christians. According to Ewald Stadler, 
author of the party’s new programme, the 
Freedom Movement will now be “more of a 
Christian social democratic party”. 

This political somersault does not appear to 
have won favour with all the movement’s 
officials. The party’s Vienna leader Rainer 
Pawkowicz, a member of its extreme 
nationalist wing, reacted to the new moves 
with near paranoia and launched an 
unprecedented criticism of both the new 
programme and the party leader. “Somebody, 
somewhere”, he said, “is trying to force this 
programme on us”. 

Pawkowicz undoubtedly had in mind the 
workings of the party's “Programme 
Commission”, presided over by none other 
than his rival Stadler. Pawkowicz went on to 
say that the adoption of a friendlier approach 
to Christianity has caused “enormous 


distrust” and demanded that Haider “should 
put matters in order”. 

Haider has ignored Pawkowicz’s advice 
and has done exactly the opposite. In a 
the media hungry 


newspaper interview, 



































































































































would like to distance himself 





Skinheads —- the kind of support from which Haider 


Haider fulsomely confirmed the new policy. 
He was duly blessed by the Roman Catholic 
bishop of St.Polten, Kurt Krenn, who droned 
on that he “has extraordinarily high regard” 
for the Freedom Movement’s leader. 

Haider is claiming that Christian values are 
very important to freedom of thought, but 
there is no truth in the satirical rumours 
sweeping Vienna that he is seeking papal 
nomination. That not all his party comrades 
would appreciate the new stance is not 
surprising. The ultra-nationalist movements 
of the last century, of which first the Nazis 
and today the Freedom Movement are direct 
descendants, were firmly based on a rejection 
of the multinational Catholic empire of the 
Habsburg dynasty. 

The pan-German followers of _ this 
tendency have always seen themselves as 
anti-clerical and have remained so to the 
present day. Until Haider threw them into 
turmoil they had a safe haven in the Freedom 
Movement. 

Nobody should be deceived by Haider’s 
motives. Behind this sudden lurch in the 
direction of the church is an obvious electoral 
tactic, bolstered by recent elections in 
Haider’s Carinthian stronghold, where the 
Freedom Movement increased its vote by 4 
per cent and is now the 
province’s second 
strongest political force. 

This is not the first 
time that Haider has 
dumped cherished party 
articles of faith in order 
to adopt apparently 
contradictory policies 
for electoral advantage. 
He hopes to repeat his 
success in making 
inroads into the working 
class Social Democratic 
vote by eating into the 
disaffected Christian 
electoral base of the 
conservative OVP. 

From our Austrian 
correspondent 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Maurice Ludmer 
May 1981 


Despite the 16 long years since the death at 
an early age of Maurice Ludmer, our editor, 
friend and comrade, we still feel his 
presence daily in our work. 

We hope he would be proud of the growth 
of Searchlight’s work, the new generation of 
young people working with us and our 
rapidly expanding trade union activities 
through Trade Union Friends of Searchlight. 

Whatever the colour of the new 
government, Searchlight will continue 
independently to support the anti-fascist and 
anti-racist movement, and not hold back in 
taking a critical but positive stance when 
government fails to address these core 
problems in our society. 

Not a week passes by without somebody 
recalling some kindness or advice Maurice 
gave to others. We hope we are all living up 
to his example. 

Salud comrade and friend, Lotta Continua. 





A MYSTERY 


Can anybody explain why Valerie 
Tyndall, the wife of the British National 
Party boss John Tyndall, was listed as a 
general election candidate on the day 
nominations closed, but her name had 
vanished from the final candidates’ list 
produced by Tyndall the following day. 


EXPEL THEM ALL 


Convicted Terrorist Tony Lecomber, who 
is acting as election agent for 17 British 
National Party candidates, has come up 
with a wheeze for which he has been 
seeking his Fiihrer’s green light. 

It is that any member of the BNP 
caught buying Searchlight should be 
expelled. We are not quite sure how 
Lecomber, or is it Wells, or East, or as 
John Tyndall put it whatever he is calling 
himself these days, will convince 
Tyndall to do this, as we understand that 
Old Baldy has to read it himself to find 
out what is going on in his own party. 


SEARCHLIGHT ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB 


To all you political animals out there who have surfed the Net to find out what 
Britain’s far right are up to. If you’ve had the pants bored off you by pretentious 
twits who run the Third Way site, or been unable to work out why the man who runs 
the BNP site claims not to be a nazi but runs adverts for some of the world’s best 
known nazis, or if you’ve nodded off trying to unravel the thoughts of the National 
Democrats, then why not visit Searchlight’s very own Web site, at http://www.s-light. 
demon.co.uk, to find out what is really going on in the far right in Britain and abroad. 
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When hate comes to town 
Community Responses to Racism and Fascism 


@ What can you do if racist and fascist activities affect your community? 
@ How can you support victims of racist attacks? 

@ What should you do if fascists are standing in elections? 
@ How do fascists infiltrate local organisations? 

@ What are your rights if you are racially harassed or attacked? . 

@ How do racists recruit young people at football grounds and concerts? 

@ What does the law say about racism and how can you use it? 

@ How can you educate your community about the dangers of racial hatred? 

@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 


Searchlight has brought together all its 33 years’ : PWWelney OR AMISAHOM ccs cvssssexs cucsc-cscie ale moredaian’s | 
experience of fighting racism and fascism to produce this I i 
unique and comprehensive handbook. You will find over ; bh sata Mabaansbs MEME Mod nen sn sas vecasohsvedacibRauddenteademastedecarees supe . 
200 pages of information on the history of racism and UNG fs [CISD : ACER peerage aa ; 
fascism in this country and the state of the far right today. It 1 .....ccessssvssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssnsnsssisissesssseseesee 
is packed full of practical suggestions for trade unionists, 
teachers, youth workers and anti-racists and anti-fascists . er eee eer eee errr rere reer rer errr reer eee eee eee eer ee Ty - 
everywhere. This book is proving to be the essential TAAL Gene are eer OO Rp Re Postcode hile iad as } 
reference book for defeating racist ideas and responding to ALOT tices She] FXi Hn Sac aia eh 1 
violence. : | | enclose payment of € ............ TOT, ceeded! copies of ! 
Order your copies now | When hate comes to town. 
Organisations £30 + £4 p&p 1 Please send orders with your payment, including | 

i 1 postage, to 1 

Ne oe ae i sh A838 Searchlight Educational Trust 

: : | 37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 1 

Bulk discounts and overseas post rates on enquiry. | Tel 0171 284 4040 Fax 0171 284 4410 
Payment with orders RAP a AL. ph AO EC pico ATEN acl 4 


Trade Union Friends 


of Searchlight 


New affiliations from trade union branches to 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight (TUFS) 
are still pouring in. We have a growing list of 
invitations to speak at branch meetings, 
regional meetings and conferences. We are 
also working with the TUC on the Respect 
°97 festival and on monitoring fascist 
candidates in the general election. 

TUFS aims to strengthen and broaden 
Searchlight’s work with trade unionists. We 
see trade union branches across the country 
as an integral part of any serious community- 
based anti-racist initiatives. 

For £50 a year TUFS affiliates receive 
Searchlight every month, updates on trade 
union related issues and special rates for 
training, education and future publications. 
New affiliates will receive Searchlight 
Educational Trust’s widely acclaimed 
handbook, When Hate Comes To Town. 


What you can do: 

@ Get your branch to send us information on 
racist and fascist activity in your area; 

@ Invite a Searchlight speaker to address 
your branch or committee meeting; 

@ Encourage your union to take practical 
action against racism and fascism. 


We urge readers to get their union branches 
to become TUFS members. Details and 
application forms from Searchlight, 37B New 
Cavendish St, London WIM 8JR. 








| 





acy 
polls 


on the four 

en them. 

4. At least one 

s offences to illicit 
‘out. Because so 
ermine, as 
among them. 

s, has raised 19 

e Britain’s largest 
to put up their 

e Third Way, with a 


those standing for 
holds strange 
guntry certainly 


re they are and 
scracy to speak out 


, after nominations 


= Forest 

ind Thamesmead 

m and Heston 

sham 

»w Govan 

»w Shettleston 

ey South and Shoreditch 
. 

North 

South 

wood 

ter West 

inster - 

am and Morden 

y and Rothwell 
-and Canning Town 
ng East 

ng West 

ale 

ord 

ndale and Darwen 
ood 

wark North and Bermondsey 
on-Trent Central 
on-Trent South 

on 

dam 




















































































































Paul Henderson 
Victor Dooley 
Robert Church 
Christopher Jury 
James White 
Robert Currie 
Gordon Callow 
John Bowles 
Paul Wilson 
Aron Owens 
Peter Hart 
Adrian Belshaw 
John Haycock 
Lynda Miller 
Roger Wood 
John Tyndall 
Barbara Packer 
Tan Dell 

Gary Bergin 
Michael Carey 
Andrew Wearden 
Paul Ballard 
Michael Davidson 
Michael Coleman 
Steven Batkin 
Leslie Andrews 
Kenneth Francis 





















































BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY Gx 


OUTER EAST LONDON & ESSEX REGION 
PO Box 1032, Ilford, Essex IG1 1DY 
Telephone enquiries to 0374 454893 = Web site:- _http://ngwwmall.com/frontier/bnp/ 


PRESS STATEMENT 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


British National Party prospective parliamentary candidate for 
Ilford South, Aron Owens has condemned Hford South MP Mike 
Gapes for his fascist-like intollerance of other people’s views. 


Ata meeting in Ilford, Aron said: “In this election, the BNP is the 
only party with a manifesto commitment to freedom of speech, 
unlike the other parties who between them have, in recent 
years, enacted the most repressive police powers in Western 
Europe.” 


“Ilford South MP, Mike Gapes shows the same intollerance as 
the fascists and the communists towards others whose views 
he does not share. He has demanded censorship punishable by 
imprisonment for those who seek academic freedom and 
research into the holocaust question. It doesn’t matter what 
one’s views are on this subject: such censorship is repressive 
and precident setting. Where after all would it stop? Who would 
head the new Ministry of Truth? What else would become 











verboten?” 


should wear a swastika and clear off to China.” 


Statement Ends. 
contact: Colin Smith. 





Aron finished: “If Gapes likes totalitarianism so much, he 








It is strange to see Colin Smith’s name ona 
press statement suggesting that the Labour 





himself clearly holds the nazi symbol in high 
esteem and wears it with pride (below, right) 





Top left: John Tyndall, BNP ee ( 


leader, keeping his hair on, 
which is more than he did at 
the BNP’s press conference 
on 17 April. Held to launch 
the BNP’s manifesto of hate, 
it ended in scuffles after two 
women Anti Nazi League 
activists decided to give him 
an early bath and poured 
water over his head. The BNP 
were ordered to leave the 
hotel when management 
found the room had been 
booked under a false name. 
Above: lan Anderson, ND 
leader. The egg popped out 
just after this photo was 
taken. Right: John McAuley 
leader of the NF 




















candidate for Ilford South is so totalitarian that 
he should wear a swastika (above). For Smith 
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